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From the Principal’s Desk
COVID UPDATE
It has been absolutely wonderful to have all our students back! The next step will to be having
all the parents, carers and family and friends back as well.
We have been holding back a little on organising transition activities. We have our dates but
are waiting to clarify details. Last Friday the department has allowed us to have groups of 10
pre-school children attend transition activities at school. We are absolutely thrilled! So we will
be finalising details as soon as possible.
We have also been holding back planning for grade 6 graduation for the same reason. We
were hoping for news yesterday, along with everyone else. Unfortunately that wasn’t to be but
hopefully we will hear more positive news soon.
It takes the department up to a week to finalise updates to our COVID Operational Guidelines.
If anything changes we will let you know as soon as we can.
PLANNING FOR 2021
Early in Term Four, we begin the process of planning for the following year.
Ensuring your child has a smooth transition to a new grade next year is an important focus in
term four, especially this year with the impact of COVID restrictions and online learning for all our
students. Teachers will be helping to create new classes, based on each child’s needs, and
providing orientation opportunities for children to ease into their next class.
Parents sometimes ask if they can request a particular teacher for their child for the coming year.
Unfortunately, when parents make these requests it makes our class planning extremely difficult.
Teachers put much time and effort into arranging children into appropriate groups, taking into
consideration their academic, social and emotional needs. When requests for particular teachers
are added to this delicate mix, difficulties arise in organising balanced classes. If you have any
particular concerns about your child’s placement due to individual issues, in terms of social,
emotional or academic needs, please discuss these issues with your child’s class teacher, Kerry
Peake or myself. These discussions should be completed by the end of October. If after
discussing your request, you need to advise us of your request formally, please put it in writing to
me by 6 November. I cannot guarantee that your request can be accommodated but I will inform
you of the outcome by 10 December.
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NOVEMBER
Tuesday 3rd
Melbourne Cup Day
Monday 9th
The Link

Don’t Forget
Hats On in
Term 4!

Please submit your 2021
Prep Enrolments now

As the number of children attending the school is crucial in our planning, early notice of student
transfers is important. If you have any plans to relocate from ourarea, please let the office know
as soon as possible. Thank you.
Our Vision
Bayswater North Primary School seeks to give every one of its students the opportunity to learn to their highest potential, capitalising on
their personal qualities and unique talents whilst supporting and nurturing them in a stimulating and caring educational environment.
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More from the Principal’s Desk…..
ASSEMBLY
Our next assembly will be online on Thursday at 2.45pm. The children will join in from school and families can attend online.
Thank you to Mark and Scott for organising our assemblies and to all the staff and students for their contributions.
PREP PICKUPS
Thank you everyone for settling into the drop off and pick up routine. Could we ask if siblings in grades 1 to 6 aren’t going
home with their prep sibling could the 1 to 6’s students please remain at school until 3.30pm.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Thank you to all our families who have completed the Parent Opinion Survey. We really appreciate your time and efforts.
CUP WEEKEND
There is a public holiday on Tuesday, 3 November 2020. School is open on Monday, 2 November.
.
Best wishes,
Cathy Jones

GRADE 5/6C’s WAR ON WASTE!!!
Hi everybody, in Grade 5/6C this term, we are watching the ABC’s War on Waste as part of our sustainability unit. We are passionate about
minimising our waste and creating a more sustainable future for our community. We thought we would share with you some great ideas for
reducing waste at home.

Buy just what you need . The average family throws away $3500 worth of food each year. Save money and
reduce your food waste by planning your weekly shop and shopping at bulk food shops. Also, make a shopping list before you
shop.

Compost- Compost your food scraps or start a worm farm. It saves food from going to landfill and creates rich organic
matter that does wonders for your garden.

Shop at farmers markets and independent butchers, bakers and fruit
and veggie stores . Unlike the big supermarkets, farmers markets don’t place restrictions on the size or
appearance of fruit and veggies, so you’ll sometimes find some wonderfully wonky looking (but still great tasting) stuff.
Farmers supplying to supermarkets are often forced to throw this produce away, creating a huge amount of waste.

Use Refillable water bottles and food containers - make sure all food brought to school
is nude (no wrappers). This will help keep our school clean and save our overall annual waste levels.

Minimise plastic bags- Reuse plastic bags from supermarkets (or even better bring your own) and if possible
avoid wrapping vegetables and fruit in plastic bags.

Refuse straws and other ‘disposable’ plastics like spoons and forks .
Carry reusable utensils in your handbag or car. Reduce everyday plastics such as plastic wrap, sandwich bags and juice
cartons by replacing them with a reusable lunchbox, reusable water bottle and reusable cotton/beeswax food wrap.
Thanks for your help everybody, we appreciate you helping us fight the WAR ON WASTE!!
Caring for Children – Working with Parents
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Footy Day
Last Thursday everyone dressed up in their favourite footy team’s colours. Well done, you all looked fabulous and had a great day.

Caring for Children – Working with Parents
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Building Respectful Relationships in our school
As educators we share a common purpose – to provide our students with an education that gives each child the best start to a happy,
healthy and prosperous life.
Victoria’s Respectful Relationships initiative supports school leaders, educators and our school communities to promote and model
respect and equality – and to teach our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.
The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of
family violence for future generations. In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Victorian Curriculum from
Prep to Year 12, and is being taught in all government and Catholic schools and many independent schools.
This resources available to schools provides us with the strategies and tools to implement a whole-school approach to Respectful
Relationships.
This approach recognises that schools are a workplace, a community hub and a place of learning. Everyone involved in our school
communities deserve to be respected, valued and treated equally.
We know that changes in attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and gender equality are lived
across the school community, and when classroom learning is reinforced by what is modelled in our school community.
Taking a whole-school approach is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire school community, from our
classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This approach leads to positive impacts on students’ academic
outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students.
Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to respect and equality, and creating genuine and lasting change so that every child has the
opportunity to achieve their full potential.

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the
Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of
parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school
will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion
Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork
period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than
English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.

Icy Poles
As we are now in Term 4 and the weather is improving and
warming up we are offering Icy Poles, with a maximum of
2 per student, at lunch time on Monday’s, Wednesday’s
and Friday’s, for a cost of 50c each.
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Children’s Week in Maroondah!
National Children’s Week this year is between Saturday 24 October to Sunday 1 November.
Families with children are encouraged to join in a range of free activities happening across Maroondah to
celebrate the rights of children and support their health and wellbeing.
So if you live in Maroondah, CLICK HERE to visit Council’s website for all the details 😊
Regards,

Cathie Wills
Children's Services Project Officer

Maroondah City Council
T 03 9294 5740
Cathie.Wills@maroondah.vic.gov.au
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au
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