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SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
School:
  
 
Address:
  
 
Telephone:
  
 
email:
  
 
School 
Hours:
  

.  

 

Bayswater North Primary School  
 
 
2-24 Stuart Street, Bayswater North 
 
 
9729 1744 
 
bayswater.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
 
School commences 9.00 am. (Classrooms open 8:45 a.m.) 
 

Morning recess:  11.00 - 11.45 am. 
 
Lunch is eaten in the classroom between 1.35pm - 1.45 pm. 
 
Lunch Play: 1.45 – 2.30pm 
 

School dismisses 3.30 pm. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WELCOME TO Bayswater North PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
 
May I extend a very warm welcome to all Foundation children and their families as they 

commence their school life in 2022 at Bayswater North Primary School.  We hope that you 

take the time to look through our information booklet to see the engaging programs offered 

to our students. 

 
The Foundation year is an important stepping stone in a young person's life. It is the first 

year of schooling and, along with a supportive family environment, plays a large part in 

shaping your child's educational future. 

 

At Bayswater North Primary School our teachers are both skilled and caring in their 

approach to children and aim to provide a happy and challenging learning environment, 

which caters for the different learning styles and needs. Activities are designed to develop 

each child's self-esteem, resilience and assist each child to reach their full potential.  

 

Children entering the Foundation Year will display a wide range of skills and abilities. It is 

the teacher's role to identify each child's stage of development and guide them along the 

path to successful learning. Given encouragement, opportunity and time, children will 

master initial literacy and numeracy skills through a range of educational activities and will 

grow towards independence in learning. Our broad curriculum motivates children to learn 

and develop their skills and interests in Social Sciences, Science, Technology, Physical 

Education, Music, Visual Arts and the Indonesian language.  

 
Parents can provide encouragement and support as children learn.  You are encouraged 
to be involved in the education of your child. There are opportunities for parent 
involvement ranging from assistance with classroom activities, to attending excursions, 
working on the (Parents, Friends & Teachers Association) P.F.T.A or becoming a member 
of the School Council and committees. Your children gain a great deal of support and 
pleasure from your interest and involvement in their school. 
 

We know parents/carers and teachers working together in a spirit of partnership in the 

education of your child will reap the reward of providing the best educational outcomes for 

your child.  

 

In this spirit of partnership, I trust that our association over the next seven years will be both 

productive and enjoyable. 
 
 
Cathy Jones 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What makes Bayswater North Primary a great school? 
 

The ethos of Bayswater North Primary school is encapsulated in its motto 
 

Caring for Children – Working with Parents 
 

Bayswater North Primary School seeks to give every one of its students the ability to learn to 
their highest potential, capitalising on their personal qualities and unique talents whilst 
supporting and nurturing them in a stimulating and caring educational environment. 
 

The following core values reflect the beliefs that we hold about how children learn, how our 
school operates and how we relate to one another in order to become effective citizens.  We 
refer to these as our Student Code of Conduct. 
 

LEARNING Develop skills and knowledge that will enable us to reach our full 
potential 
Strive to do our best 
Cooperate with others in groups and the classroom in order to learn 
Accept mistakes as learning opportunities 
Help develop and follow the class protocols 
Support the learning of others  
 

OPTIMISM Have a positive outlook and utilise opportunities and experiences – 
being resilient 
Think and act in a positive way 
Be proud of our achievements 
Keep trying and be willing to seek help when necessary 
 

RESPECT Care about ourselves, our community and the environment 
Respect the right of each student to learn 
Treat others as we would like to be treated 
Value and care for your own and other people’s property 
Respect staff, students and others 
 

RESPONSIBILITY  Be honest and accountable for your own words and actions 
Attend school and arrive on time 
Resolve problems calmly, sensibly and fairly 
Follow the school rules and accept consequences for words and actions 

 

INDIVIDUALITY Accept and embrace diversity, showing appreciation and encouraging 
creativity and innovations  
Treat everyone with the same respect even though they may look and 
behave differently 
Value the ideas and talents of ourselves and others 
Support racial and religious tolerance in accordance with the Racial and 
Religious Tolerance Act 2001 
 

WELLBEING Actively seek and maintain social, emotional and physical health 
Share the understanding of why it is important to nurture mental health 
and wellbeing 
Share a common language for talking about wellbeing 
Share the focus on planning for improvement of whole school wellbeing 



 

 

FOUNDATION TO YEAR 6 CURRICULUM 

 
Bayswater North Primary school adheres to the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development mandate by following the Victorian curriculum. This is the Foundation to Year 10 
curriculum providing a single, coherent and comprehensive set of prescribed content and 
common achievement standards. Schools use this to plan student learning programs, assess 
student progress and report to parents/ carers.  
For more information on the Victorian curriculum go to http://www.victoriancurriculum. 
vcaa.vic.edu.au/  
 
ENGLISH 
Our Program aims to ensure that students:  
Learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and 
sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with 
accuracy, fluency and purpose. 
Appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its 
richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction with 
others, entertain, persuade and argue. 
Understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in 
combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning. 
Develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of literature. 
 
MATHEMATICS 
Our Program aims to ensure that students:  
Are confident, creative users and communicators of mathematics, able to investigate, represent 
and interpret situations in their personal and work lives and as active citizens. 
Develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of mathematical concepts and fluency with 
processes, and are able to pose and solve problems and reason in Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 
Recognise connections between the areas of mathematics and other disciplines and appreciate 
mathematics as an accessible and enjoyable discipline to study. 
 
SCIENCE 
Our Program aims to ensure that students: 
Experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their natural curiosity about the world 
around them. 
Develop critical and creative thinking skills and challenge them to identify questions and draw 
evidence-based conclusions using scientific methods. 
Encourage the capability to investigate the natural world and changes made to it through human 
activity. 
 
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 
The Australian Curriculum:  
Humanities and Social Sciences are taught from Foundation to Year 6. 
The Civics and Citizenship curriculum is all about ensuring students have the skills and values to 
become active and informed citizens. Students will investigate political and legal systems, and 
explore the nature of citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. 
 
 
 



 

 

TECHNOLOGIES 
A variety of techniques to communicate, draw, model and explain design ideas. With teacher 
support, they plan simple steps and follow directions to complete their own or group design ideas 
or projects. Construction of cardboard cars is a favoured activity. Our Foundation students manage 
their own role within team projects while learning awareness of others around them and the need 
to work safely and collaboratively when creating design solutions.  

At BNPS our Foundation students will have the opportunity to create design solutions at least 
once in each of the following technology contexts:  

 Engineering principles and systems  
 Food and fibre production 
 Food specialisations  
 Materials and technologies specialisations.  

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

Our students and staff are connected and engaged to a range 

of digital technologies and resources accessed through our 

wireless intranet. Teachers use a variety of media including 

interactive whiteboards to present information to students in 

an engaging and stimulating way.   

Foundation students use iPads and have a weekly one-hour session in our computer lab. Students are 

introduced to a variety of digital systems such as, Coding Robotics, the Microsoft Office Suite, Sunshine 

online and Mathletics. Through discussion with teachers, students learn to apply safe practices to protect 

themselves and others as they interact online for learning and communicating. 

At BNPS we are dedicated to creating a learning environment using digital technologies that give our 

students the opportunity to create a range of digital solutions through guided play and integrated learning.  

 

Other Specialist programs offered are: 
 

Indonesian 
Language 

Students begin from Foundation Level to learn the basics of the Indonesian 
Language, learning about their world (family, animals and hobbies) and 
the variety of lives of Indonesian children.  From Foundation to Grade 6 
the children will also study other Asian countries as part of the humanities 
component of the Victorian curriculum. 
 

Physical Education The primary focus of the Physical Education Program is to develop and 
enhance the physical activity skills of all students and to encourage and 
foster a positive attitude toward a healthy and active lifestyle. Areas 
covered throughout the year include athletics, cross country, basketball, 
fundamental motor skills; ball handling, major and minor games, 
swimming and water safety, fitness, interschool sports and bike education. 
Every student participates in a one hour Physical Education class per week 
combined with a weekly fitness program from Grade 3 - 6 which provides 
a minimum of two hours per week physical activity. Foundation students 
participate in a Perceptual Motor Program in Term 2 and 3. Many students 
have the opportunity to spend more than two hours participating in a 
variety of physical activity programs. Grade 5-6 students participate in 
summer and winter inter school sports and have been very successful at 
both District and State competitions 
 



 

 

Visual Arts The Visual Arts Program encourages students to express their creative 
thinking ideas and skills. Students actively participate in a variety of visual 
art activities using the media of – clay, paint, pencils, crayons, computing, 
and other mediums which embrace examining the wide diversity of arts 
from other cultures.  The students learn to appreciate, and value the worth 
and importance of art as it surrounds them and influences choices they 
make in their lives. A Visual Arts exhibition is held in the alternate year to 
the whole school production. 
 

Performing Arts Every second year, Bayswater North Primary School stages a musical 
production. Student bands, choirs, dance, drama and art come together to 
thrill our school community and student audience. Our goal in staging 
these events is to involve as many students as possible using a wide range 
of artistic media to encourage development of the students' talents 
 

 
Music 

 

Our program at Bayswater North Primary school encourages the 
children’s enjoyment of Music through movement, singing, playing 
instruments, listening to a variety of music, composing using available 
instruments and utilising the facilities that we have at the school. 
Private lessons are also available in guitar, trumpet and clarinet for 
students in Grades 2-6.  The school also has a choir that performs 
frequently in the local community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy Support 
 

Class teachers differentiate their program and group students to cater for 
individual differences providing extension and remedial programs as 
required. To assist those children who need extra assistance to begin and 
move forward in their reading, we have a Literacy Support Program. 
Students will participate in this program, which will be tailored to their 
needs. 
 
 

School Chaplaincy 
Program  
 

Our School Chaplain is a friend and confidante to all our school 
community.  He runs recess and lunch programs to foster positive social 
interaction and supports families who request help, in dealing with the 
challenges of life as they come along. 
 

 



 

 

Student Engagement 
 
Student Welfare 
 

Student Wellbeing is an important focus for our school.  We work closely with parents/carers to 
foster student and parent / carer involvement in activities to promote the health and wellbeing of 
our families. Bayswater North Primary School is an eSmart school, working with students and 
parents to understand the digital world and its complexities. 
 

We utilise TRIBES and Restorative Practices to address behavioural issues.  Positive relationships 
are at the heart of Restorative Practice where those who make poor choices are supported to 
acknowledge their mistake and make restitution. It is important to us that those who have been 
harmed are heard and their feelings acknowledged. 
 

All our staff have been trained in TRIBES (Mutual Respect, Attentive Listening, Appreciation – no 
put downs, Rights to Participate and Personal Best) which further support student engagement.  
Presently we are involved with a number of other schools with a focus on Positive Education, 
supported by Geelong Grammar. We have an active Chaplaincy program and are fortunate to have 
access to a Speech Pathologist and School Psychologist (for assessments and guidance) provided 
by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development and a Clinical Psychologist for 
students with a mental health plan from their doctor.   
 

The students are also actively involved in a number of Student Wellbeing programs at our school.  
Our students in Grade 6 are Peace Makers, who are trained to assist their peers to resolve 
schoolyard conflict peacefully.  Our Student Council has representatives from Grades 3 - 6 and 
meet regularly to discuss issues of concerns to students and plan fundraising to benefit the school 
and wider community.  We have a Buddies Program, which helps students entering their first year 
of primary school to feel safe, valued and connected to the school community. The school pairs 
new primary school students with an older buddy.  
 

 
Classroom 
Procedures 
 

Expectations of behaviour are established early and reinforced each 
year.  A range of strategies may be employed depending on the age of 
the children concerned, the nature of the inappropriate behaviour and 
the frequency of the actions. Time out may be necessary and parents 
will be contacted if inappropriate behaviour persists, so we can work 
together to support the student as they learn to modify their 
behaviour. 
 

Playground 
Behaviour 

Minor misdemeanours will be monitored by the duty teacher and 
appropriate behaviour acknowledged.  Repeated misdemeanours will 
be followed up the Assistant Principal or Principal. 
Parents will be notified if their child has behaved in a manner that: 
.  has placed him/herself or others at risk 
.  has interfered with or damaged school property or the property of  
 others  
.  has continually harassed his/her peers 
.  has wilfully/ persistently failed to follow instructions 

Ongoing support We actively seek to assist our students in any way that will help them 
to build resilience strategies, negotiate positive outcomes and feel 
valued as an important member of Bayswater North Primary. 

 



 

 

Environmental Education, Sustainability and Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Education, Sustainability and Community are also important features of our 
curriculum.  We are fortunate in having a well-planned and extensive playground area, a frog 
pond, chicken coup and water tanks for the toilets and gardens. 
 
 
Canteen Lunches 
At Bayswater North Primary School, a lunch ordering system, supplying healthy and nutritious 
lunches is available on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. To place an order download the 
“flexischools” app. Click the ‘Order now’ button.  
 
 
Before and After School Hours Programs 
OSH Club is contracted to provide a before and after school program from 7.00am – 8.45am and 
3:30pm to 6:00pm. Child Care Benefits are available to eligible parents.  Foundation children 
who attend this program are collected from their classroom.  Vacation Care can also be arranged 
through OSHClub. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

School Uniform (available from the uniform shop at school) 
 

Boys Uniform 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girls Uniform 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sports 
Uniform 
 

Dark blue shorts/tracksuit 
pants  
Dark or light blue polo 
shirt with school logo 
School Jacket or Jumper 
(Maroon with logo) 
 
School dress,( blue and 
white check) 
Shorts/skort/tracksuit 
pants  
Dark or light blue polo 
shirt with school logo 
School Jacket or Jumper (Maroon with logo) 
 
 
Grade 5 and 6 students have a sports top that they are able to wear during 
sport and when representing the school during interschool competition. It 
can also be purchased from the uniform shop 

 
 
 
Sun Smart 
Policy 

 
 

Our school policy has been developed to ensure that all children 
attending this school are protected from skin damage caused by the 
harmful ultra-violet rays of the sun. It is to be implemented throughout the 
year with particular emphasis in Terms 1 and 4. Children who are not 
wearing broad rimmed or legionnaire type hats in Terms 1 and 4 are 
required to play under the covered areas. 
 

 

The purpose of wearing school uniform is to provide:- 
Group security and identification 
Individual and collective pride in our school 
Avoid peer pressure 
Enhancement of safety 
 
 
If pupils are unable to wear complete school colours on individual days a note is to be 
provided explaining why the child is out of uniform. 
The Uniform shop is open Thursday mornings from 8.30am till 10am for purchases. 
Alternatively, order forms with payment can be submitted to class teachers for processing on 
Thursdays. 
 
Our students are allowed to wear free dress on their birthdays. A very Special event! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

TERM  DATES 2022 
 

Term 1: 
 
Term 2: 
 
Term 3: 
 
Term 4: 

Friday 28th January (Students start 31st) to Friday 8th April.  
 
Tuesday 26th April to Friday 24th June.  
 
Monday 11th July to Friday 16th September. 
 
Monday 3rd October to Tuesday 20th December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Foundation Program at 

Bayswater North Primary School 
 

Bayswater North Primary provides students at Foundation Level with a well-rounded 
curriculum that caters for the needs of each child using the Victorian Curriculum.   
 
It delivers  

 a positive approach to learning  
 independence and confidence in its students 
 encourages and develops thinking and problem-solving skills  
 promotes and supports development of language skills  
 extensive early literacy and numeracy knowledge  
 fostering of physical skills and abilities. 

 

English Curriculum Overview 
In the Foundation year, students will be using different strategies to make meaning from texts 
which will be read to and by them. They will be immersed in many reading experiences where 
they will recall one or two events from texts with familiar topics. Our students learn to appreciate 
and understand that there are different types of texts and that these can have similar 
characteristics through the reading of Fiction and Non Fiction books and different genres. We 
encourage our students to discuss and identify connections between texts and their personal 
experience. They will be able to read short, predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and 
supportive images, drawing on their developing knowledge of concepts about print, sounds and 
letters. They will learn phonic and phonemic awareness through programs such as Letter Land as 
well as many other interactive and engaging programs to help them to recognize the letters of the 
English alphabet and use the sounds represented by most letters. 



 

 

For many of the students they will be experimenting with and learning the mechanics of 
handwriting to further develop their skill of writing. In the Foundation year the students will focus 
on the writing of letters and numbers with emphasis on correct size and formation. This is a part 
of our daily program. When writing, students will be introduced to high frequency word lists such 
as MIOOW (100 most used words) as well as the use of familiar words and phrases and images to 
convey ideas. We encourage the students to extend their vocabulary through their writing and 
have implemented the program ‘ALIEN TALK’, a program supported by our Speech Pathologist to 
build upon the student’s oral and written language. Teachers model a variety of writing genres 
that demonstrate evidence of sound and letter knowledge, beginning writing behaviours and 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops. By the end of the year we would expect children 
to be able to communicate their own ideas and expressions in written form to an intended 
audience. 

Oral language in Foundation year is the starting point of much learning. They are given many 
experiences to listen to and use appropriate language to respond to others in a familiar 
environment. They listen for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words. Students are encouraged 
to share their texts to reflect their own experiences during community circles, sharing times and 
when they present to the class. They are given the opportunity to identify and describe likes and 
dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events during Literacy groups, Social Science 
or social play. In informal group and whole class settings, students communicate clearly and are 
expected to adjust the tone and volume of their voice.  

Mathematics Curriculum Overview 
In Foundation year, students are engaged in many hands on mathematical experiences which 
enable them to connect number names and numerals with sets of objects up to 20. They learn 
through song, manipulation of objects and experimentation. They learn to count to 20 through 
rhyme and game relating the items counted to the actual number (one to one correspondence); 
placing objects in order (such as first, second, third) and grouping them in sets (all round objects 
or red blocks together). Concepts are modelled and children are taught how to use counting 
strategies to solve problems that involve comparing, combining and separating these sets. They 
match individual objects with counting sequences up to and back from 20.  

Students investigate measurement attributes in practical situations and compare lengths, mass 
and the capacity of familiar objects. They order events, explain their duration, and match days of 
the week to familiar events. Students identify simple shapes in their environment and sort shapes 
by their common and distinctive features. They use simple statements and gestures to describe 
location. 

Students learn how to sort familiar categorical data into sets and use these to answer yes or no 
questions and make simple true or false statements about the data. 
 
Science Curriculum Overview 
Foundation year students have a science component introduced each term.  They learn about how 
the environment affects them and other living things. The students share and record observations 
of familiar objects and events and explore concepts such as day and night, the seasons, and living 
and non-living things; identifying and describing objects that are similar, using vocabulary to 
describe size, shape, colour, movement, weight and/or function . 
 

Humanities Curriculum Overview 
Geography introduces Foundation year students to learning about and understanding their local 
area. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Transition Activities 
 

  

   
School 
Tours  

 

  School tours are conducted on request (except school holidays).  
 

Term 2 
Open 
Morning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparing 
your child 
for school 
 

 
  Saturday 1st May 2021, 10.00am – 12.00noon. 

 
Story Night Wednesday 19th May 6.00pm till 7.00pm. Teachers, together 
with Junior School students, will share their favourite books in the library. 
 
Kinder School Transition 
During Term 2 our Specialist Teachers will visit the local Kindergartens for a 
session to introduce Music, Indonesian, Art and Physical Education to the 
children in their familiar learning environment.  In Term 4 the children will 
visit the specialist teachers at Bayswater North Primary School as a follow up 
to our Kinder School Transition. 
 

  An Introduction evening for 2022 Enrolments will be held on Wednesday 
28th April 2021 at 7:00pm. Our Foundation teachers will provide valuable 
information for parents and care givers in the transition from a Pre School 
setting to Primary School.  The readiness of children starting school and 
what parents can do to best assist their child with their transition will be 
the focus of the night. 
 

Term 3 
  

The Region are discouraging us not to do transition during Term 3 so your 
child enjoys their 4 year old kinder year to full capacity.  

Term 4  
 

All Enrolled Foundation students will get the opportunity to visit and 
familiarise themselves with our school during Term 4. 

 

   

    
  



 

 

Foundation Information Evening 
On Tuesday 23rd November at 7:00pm, Foundation Teachers invite all parents for an 
information night about Foundation Year activities and school routines.  Parents will also 
be provided with our 2020 Information Pack.  Notification will be sent out in advance of 
the evening to all those who have completed enrolment procedures. 
 

 School Transition 
Foundation Year Orientation Day on Tuesday 7th December. The children will meet 
their Foundation Teacher and spend the morning in the classroom with their teacher 
from 9:15am to 12:00noon. 

 

 
 

 
2022 Foundation Transition Timeline 

 

Week 1 
 
Monday 31st  Jan 

 
 
Half grades to attend  
Group 1     9:15am – 11:00am 
Group 2    11:45am – 1:30pm 

 
Tuesday 1st Feb 
 

 
All children attend from 9:00am - 12:00noon (children will require a 
piece of fruit and snack). 
 
 

Wednesday 2nd Feb 
Thursday 3rd Feb 
Friday 4th Feb 
 

All children attend from 9:00am – 3:30pm  
Children will need their morning fruit, play lunch and lunch. 
 

Week 1–Week 6 
2nd Feb – 9th March         

Children will not attend school on Wednesdays to allow for each child to 
attend individual assessment of Literacy and Numeracy. A time 
(approximately for 45 minutes) will be arranged for you to bring your 
child into school to do some fun individual activities with your child’s 
teacher. These will be held in the classroom and will give their teacher an  
opportunity to gain further information about your child’s abilities. All 
children commence school with a background of various experiences and 
have different skills, abilities and knowledge. Through our initial 
assessments and observations we can make some informed decisions 
regarding the needs and starting points for learning for each child. 
 

Week 7 
Tuesday 15th 
March 
 
 
 
 

 
Children will commence full time this week. 

 
 
 
Starting School – Am I ready and is my child ready? 



 

 

Starting school is an exciting time of change for children. There is a great deal to get used to and 
some children will adapt more easily than others. 
School days can be tiring too, for children who are used to a rest during the day. Children often 
have to cope with new routines, bigger buildings, and more children who are older and bigger. 
There are different rules to get used to and many new things they are expected to do. Children 
need lots of support from you when starting school. There are things you can do to prepare your 
child for school and to support them in the first few weeks. 
 

Is your child ready for school? 
***Children attending school in the year 2022 must turn 5 by 30th April.*** 
Not all children are ready to begin school at the age of five and they do not have to start school 
until they are six. Some children benefit greatly from extra maturity and it can help them if they 
start a bit later. Think about this if your child is smaller or younger than the other children or is 
not yet really comfortable playing with groups of children or confident without adult support. 
Talk it over with the kindergarten or preschool teacher. 
 
Preparing for school  
It will help your child’s transition to the school day 
if you prepare your child as well as you can, and 
show that you believe they will manage the new 
challenges. Some things you can do are: 
 
Allow your child to take part in any transition to 
school activities organised by your kindergarten 
or child care centre. These may include visits to 
the school. Kindergarten and child care centre 
staff are also a good place to start if you have any 
questions about the readiness of your child 
starting school. 
 

When you have finalised where your child will be attending Primary School, show them where 
the school is in relation to home. Walk there a few times if possible, even if you intend to drive to 
school. Show your child where you will pick them up at the end of the day. 
 

If your school is open to the public after hours, take your child for a walk around the school or 
play on the equipment while there is no one there. You may have to check with the school first 
but families are welcome to use the car park to practice bike riding or play at the weekend. 
 
Make sure they have clothes they can manage according to the weather; that they can unwrap 
their lunch and that they know how to ask to go to the toilet. 
 

Read a happy story about a child starting school, or share a positive experience about when you 
started school. 
 

Make enquiries with the kindergarten, child care centre or school and if possible invite another 
child who will be starting at the same time, and their parent, over before school starts for a play 
date. 
 

Plan to take your child to school on the first day. If your child is worried about starting school, 
ask them what would help, e.g. who should take them to school, where they want to say goodbye, 
what they want to do after school. Having some control over what happens, helps with fears. You 
might tell them what you will be doing while they are at school but don’t make it too interesting! 

HOW CAN YOU HELP DURING THE FOUNDATION YEAR? 
 

 



 

 

Be enthusiastic, children like to be praised for their efforts. 
 

Inform the school of any physical or emotional problem your child may be experiencing. 
 
Check school bags daily for: 

notes and circulars 
lunch box, drink bottle 
all clothing and please name clearly 
items that may not belong to your child. 
 

Download our Xuno App and visit our website regularly to view our fortnightly newsletter and 

other important events http://www.bayswaternorth.vic.edu.au/ 

 
Encourage your child by admiring, discussing and displaying the work brought home. 

 
Realise that all children are individuals and develop in different ways and at differing rates. 
They should not be compared mentally, physically, socially and emotionally with other children. 

 
Don't become over-anxious or expect too much too soon. A great deal of preliminary work 
must be covered before children read, write or spell. 

 
Do not hesitate to arrange to talk to the teacher if your child is having any problems. 
 
When teaching your child to write their name use Victorian Modern Cursive Script. (example 
included on the back of this booklet) 
 

                                      A review from one of our parents 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful Resources   
 
Transition: A Positive Start to School Resource Kit 

http://www.bayswaternorth.vic.edu.au/


 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/choose-enrol-school.aspx 

 
Tips for Parents 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/get-involved-at-school.aspx 

 
School readiness and children’s transitions 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx 

 
Anglicare Victoria  
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/our-services/family-and-parenting-support/ 

 
Kids Matters 
http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary 
  
Victorian Modern Cursive 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/
english/alphabetmodela.pdf  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/get-involved-at-school.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/our-services/family-and-parenting-support/
http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/alphabetmodela.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/alphabetmodela.pdf

