A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

From The Principals Desk
EDUCATION WEEK
Education Week takes place this term from Sunday 22 to Saturday 28 May
2022 with particular significance, as the theme for this year is celebrating the
150th anniversary of public education and renewing our commitment to the
great values of free, secular and compulsory education with equity and
excellence at the core.
On Wednesday May 25th the children will be asked to dress in olden day
clothes and participate in related class activities The day will culminate in a
whole school assembly at 2.35pm and parents are most welcome to join us
for this event. During the evening families can join us for a BBQ, choir
singing and class displays that highlight the work the students have
undertaken during the day.
The students and staff are very excited to be having our Open Day and Night
on Wednesday 25 May. We really hope you can make it!

Calendar
Friday May 20th
Grade 5/6 Winter Sports
Friday May 20th
Bake Sale donations Due
8.30am – 9.15am &
3.15pm – 3.45pm
Saturday May 21st
Election Day BBQ, Bake
Sale & 2nd Hand Book sale
Tuesday May 31st
Pupil Free Day

TERM 2 EXTRA PUPIL FREE DAY
At the end of last term, for Term 2, 2022, the Department of Education and
Training has provided all schools permission to hold each teacher’s allocated
professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This is to enable the most effective and efficient
use of this day. Therefore, all students are not required to attend school on this day. This Pupil Free Day
will be Tuesday 31 May.
MOTHER’S AND SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY
I hope all our mothers and special persons had a wonderful day last Sunday. A really special thank you to
our enthusiastic PTFA for organizing the stall last week. It is a really special opportunity for all our
students to buy gifts for the special people in their lives. Thank you!
REPORTS
This year we have been working on finalising the structure and content of our reports which will be
presented on Compass for the first time. It may take teachers a bit more time to become familiar with the
process and structure of Compass as far as ensuring they are able to accurately share information with
parents in regards to student progress. Teachers are, however, implementing our assessment schedule,
which has not changed so the data collected is still reflective of the students’ academic achievements.
At the end of this term we will be sending home reports and we will be having a reporting day on
Wednesday 22 June which will also be a curriculum day.

BAYSWATER EDUCATION PLAN
During the recent curriculum day all staff attended a training session at Karralyka Theatre. We worked
with staff from all the Bayswater schools discussing best teaching practice and exploring ways that our
schools can work together in the future. Our focus for this PD was formative assessment and the
discussions around the tables were very enthusiastic. The sessions were led by regional consultants and
we will continue to work with these schools throughout the next 10 years.
The last year and a bit has laid the foundation for our plan. Time well spent. After the curriculum day we
met with the principals and the leaders of teams to plan and discuss our programs across all the schools.
The passion and dedication of everyone in the plan has been absolutely fantastic!
NAPLAN
This week our students in grades 3 and 5 completed the NAPLAN assessment. The grade 5 students
completed all components online, while the grade 3 students were able to hand write their responses to
the written narrative task. The students were well supported by staff and aids.
I am so proud of our students during NAPLAN. They try the best they can and that is all we can ask.
Congratulations everyone on your amazing efforts.
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES (PLC’S)
On Wednesday 11th the team leaders attended a half day training session at school, facilitated by Karen
Shiel (PLC Practice Instructor Outer East). We discussed best practice for focusing on student
performance data and planning the curriculum to meet the focused needs of our students. On the
Professional Practice day later in May we will continue with this training for all staff and implement these
strategies throughout the year during PLC meetings.
REAL SCHOOLS
Staff continue to work with Simon from Real Schools to reflect upon and revise our school vision and
values. We intend to work with our students and the school community to ensure we have a shared
appreciation of the values reflected and promoted in our school.
LIBRARY
Our Library and Computer Lab have been out of action this term due to water damage last holidays. The
bricks in the library have being painted and some of the shelves are to be replaced. The computer lab has
been transferred to room 14. We are making a Library/Wellbeing Room for all of our students.
PUPIL FREE DAYS
The next pupil free day is on Tuesday 31 May. This day was requested by DET in a very short time frame.
Our Curriculum Day is on Wednesday 22 June – our reporting day/night.
Cathy Jones
Principal

Dear Parents and Carers
With borders opening and the arrival of colder weather, cases of influenza (the flu) are increasing
throughout Victoria. Our community is at risk of higher rates of students and staff affected by the flu or
COVID-19 this season.
What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community safe, please take the following steps if your child has
any cold or flu-like symptoms: * take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department of Health
isolation requirements if a positive result is shown
* keep your child at home until their symptoms pass
* common flu-like symptoms include a high fever, cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches and
feeling extremely weak and tired
* diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a doctor after a nose or throat swab
* encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and ask them to cover their nose and mouth when
sneezing and coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
It is important that children and young people have the best possible protection against the flu and
COVID-19 by getting vaccinated.
Ensuring your children are protected against serious illness helps to protect everyone in our community,
including older family members who may be at higher risk, along with younger children who can’t
receive vaccinations yet.
You can book COVID-19 vaccinations through the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398 or at a
participating GP, pharmacy, or community health service.
Some local schools are also holding walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics on school grounds.
Vaccination settings can be found at the Vaccine Clinic Finder.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over.
Some people are more at risk of complications from the flu and are eligible for free vaccination under the
National Immunisation Program including:
* anyone aged 65 years and older * pregnant women (at any stage of pregnancy)
* all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged from 6 months and over
* people 6 months or older with: o heart disease o chronic lung disease (including people with severe
asthma who require frequent hospital visits)
o chronic neurological conditions

o impaired immunity
o haemoglobinopathies (blood disorders caused by genetic changes) o diabetes o kidney disease
* children on long-term aspirin therapy from 6 months to 10 years
* children aged from 6 months to under 5 years.
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. If you would like more information about the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health
Channel.
Kind regards
Department of Education

Chaplain Report
‘What Mothers Say’
I wonder what memories you have of things your mother said when you were growing up. Mine said things
like, ‘if you don’t eat your main course, you can’t have dessert’, and ‘think of the starving Biafrans’ [in
Africa], if I didn’t eat all of my food. Here is my Mum holding me when I was 5 weeks old.

There is no doubt that Mums certainly gain a lot of wisdom during their many life experiences.
One of the most famous ‘mothers’ in the world is Mother Teresa. Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha
Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Macedonia, on August 26, 1910. Her family was of Albanian descent. She was
honoured in the Catholic Church as Saint Teresa of Calcutta, and was a Roman Catholic nun and
missionary. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. She was awarded many other awards,
including The Order of the Smile - an international award given by children to adults distinguished in their
love, care and aid for children. She died on September 5, 1997 in Kolkata [Calcutta], India.

Here are 2 of her quotes:
“Live simply so others may simply live.” and
“A life not lived for others is not a life.”
Mother Teresa served in a sacrificial way, making a difference to thousands of lives. Wikipedia states, ‘To
the homeless and destitute, she is the beacon of hope to their desperate existence. Dubbed as “The Living
Saint,” Mother Teresa made a massive impact on many people’s lives. She changed the world and inspired
a lot of people. She devoted her life to caring for the sick, poor, and disadvantaged, challenging stereotypes,
breaking boundaries, and teaching us the true essence of charity.
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif, called her "a rare and unique individual who lived long for
higher purposes. Her life-long devotion to the care of the poor, the sick, and the disadvantaged was one of
the highest examples of service to our humanity."
Our life in Australia is relatively rich and safe, compared to many places around the world. Mothers around
the world serve their families every day. Let us be thankful for our Mums, who have often been through
many difficult circumstances. Let us follow their example, and make a difference in other people’s lives.

As we think about mothers, we know that not all experiences with our Mums work out well. However, we
can always do the best we can to ‘change the world, one person at a time’.

Please feel free to contact me via Compass, or at school, if there is anything you would like to discuss
with me. I am here to support our school community with whatever is challenging us.
Quote for the week: “Mothers are like glue. Even when you can’t see them, they’re still holding the
family together.” —Susan Gale
Alan Silverwood – Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday, Thursday]
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] Supporting the School community in emotional, social,
spiritual and practical wellbeing. The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal Government.

FOUNDATION NEWS:

On Thursday May 5th our Preps got to put on a
delicious afternoon tea for the prep mums and
special people in their life.
It was a wonderful afternoon eating delicious food
and getting to spend time together in the
classroom. Thank you to everyone who could
make it.

GRADE 1/2 NEWS:

Knox Community Gardens
As part of our Integrated unit titled “Tip-Toe Through Our World''
students are learning about sustainable, healthy living. Last week
students in all 1/2 grades ventured to Knox Community Gardens where we
were greeted by a range of friendly garden enthusiasts ready to share
their love of our precious planet. We cooked Japanese Pancakes, potted
our own lettuce seedlings, met a plotter named John who showed us his
garden and allowed us to eat some of his freshly picked produce, went
on a beehive tour and completed a treasure hunt.

Then we travelled to our next destination,

Jells Park!
Did you know that Jells Park has a GIANT, nature based playground?
We set up some picnic rugs at Jells Park where we sat and ate our packed lunches.
This was followed by a play on the AMAZING playground. After our play we went on a
bird walk around the lake where we spotted a range of beautiful birds such as
cockatoos, purple swamphens, wood ducks, magpies, rainbow lorikeets ect.
Thank you to everyone who made the experience possible- Parents, Grandparents,
volunteers, EACH helpers, teachers, ES staff and our trusty bus driver.
What a great way to connect and learn from country!

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land that we work and live on and pay our respects to the
Elders, both past and present. We recognise, acknowledge, and respect the history, culture, diversity, and value
of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

GRADE 3/4 NEWS:
It’s been a busy fortnight in grade 3/4 with the NAPLAN testing happening this week. We are so proud of
how our grade 3 children have approached these assessments and given it their personal best over all four
tests. The children were all very relieved that NAPLAN testing finished on Thursday.

We have been busily learning about an atlas and how to use it to map Australia’s states, territories, capital
cities, oceans and looking to see where Australia is placed in the world. The ‘land down under’ makes so
much more sense to many of us now.

Last term we focussed on learning to play games in teams, practising and developing skills for being a
good a team player. This term we have begun to focus on developing set skills such as throwing, passing
and bouncing different types of balls.

GRADE 5/6 NEWS:

What’s happening in Grade 5/6…
The first three weeks back for term 2 have been very busy for our 5/6 students.
Our grade 5s have just finished NAPLAN. They completed four tests over
three days and did a great job. We couldn’t be more proud of their approach
and attitude during the week.
During NAPLAN week, the grade 6 students have been able to spend some
time with their buddies, playing team games and just enjoying their time
together. They have also completed their buddy interview which will be
presented at our assembly during Education Week.
Winter sports will begin in week 4 for this term. Students are busy training and
learning the rules and skills needed for their chosen sport. They have also been
a great support to our grade 4s who are helping us field full teams.

ART NEWS:
Visual Art News Week 3, Term 2
We had a fantastic Term 1, looking at Lunar New Year. The students have created some
beautiful tiger artworks including prints and observational drawings- looking at high
definition images, as well as some Chinese lanterns which were made by the younger
students. Feel free to have a look at the artwork displayed in the Agora, but here are some
pictures for you.

This term we are beginning to look at our Australian art theme, starting with a focus on
our native flora. You many notice some banksia, protea, grevillia and hakea, to name a
few, blooming in your area- so keep an eye out. I encourage you to have a go at observing
and drawing what you see, such as the colour, shape, size, lines of the flower. It is very
good practice and what beautiful subject matter!
Each level will look at different Australian artists and their take on our Native flowers and
using it as inspiration to create their own piece. These will be put together to create one
large collaborative piece which will (hopefully) be auctioned off at the Art show in Term
3. The drawing and painting being done so far has been excellent and I am looking
forward to seeing what the students create this term.

LOOKING FOR DONATIONS…
As part of our Australian Art theme there are a few items we are seeking such as wool, large tissue
boxes, long carboard tubes, and small plastic bottles. Maybe start a stash at home first and then in a few
weeks time I’ll put a note out in Compass letting you know when to bring them in. Thank you in advance!
Ebony Dijk
Visual Art Teacher

Bahasa Indonesia News
Selamat Datang Term 2, 2022!
This term we will be participating in Sayembara Lisan, a state-wide Indonesian Speaking Competition.
This is run by Victorian Indonesian Language Teachers Association (VILTA), and the final will be held
at University of Melbourne on Saturday 23rd of July. The first round will be held at school and Bu
Devathas, from Heathmont College, will visit to judge our students as part of the Maroondah region. The
competition includes simple questions and the students will either sing a song, recite a poem or respond to
a prompt in Indonesian. We will be covering the material in class and there is no cost involved. Interested
students will have the opportunity to be part of a lunchtime club to practise for the competition. I wish all
of our students "Semoga sukses!" and look forward to informing the school community of our finalists.
The main themes for the whole school this term are days of the week/months of the year. The students in
Prep –Grade 2 are learning new vocabulary through games and songs. Students from Grade 3-6 will also
learn to tell the time in Indonesian. Students in the middle and upper school are focusing on refining basic
questions and responses in spoken Indonesian. The students will also develop their language skills
through role playing, online activities and putting their language skills into practice.

If students have access to the internet at home, they might like to explore or revise their
vocabulary at the Indonesian section of Languages Online at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/indonesian/indonesian.htm
Terima kasih (Thank- you),
(Bu) Mary-Ellen Dowling

PTFA NEWS:

Happy Mother’s Day to all our Mums, step-mums, nannas, grandmas & special women in our school community.
We hope you enjoyed your Mother’s Day and received some caringly selected gifts from our stall. The children had
a great time shopping and handing over their money.
Did you get one of our Koala Hand Warmers for Mother’s Day?
Included below are the instructions for use
A special thank you to our helpers on the day, without you these events would not be possible.

Thank you
PTFA

COMMUNITY NEWS:

