A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

From The Principals Desk

Calendar

Welcome back to term 2, a nine-week term. It is going to fly by very quickly!
EDUCATION WEEK
Education Week takes place this term from Sunday 22 to Saturday 28 May
2022 with particular significance, as the theme for this year is celebrating
the 150th anniversary of public education and renewing our commitment to
the great values of free, secular and compulsory education with equity and
excellence at the core. We will send out details soon on how we are going
to celebrate the 150th Anniversary.
NAPLAN
This term is also when, as a state, we undertake the NAPLAN assessments
fully online. We will be holding NAPLAN assessments on 10, 11 and 12 May.
This year also marks the last time the assessments will be completed in
May; from 2023 onwards, they will move to the earlier time of March to
provide more time for schools to make constructive and productive use of
NAPLAN data.

Thursday May 5th
Friday May 6th
Grade 1/2 Knox Community
Gardens Excursion
Thursday May 5th
1/2A & 1/2D
Mothers Day Stall
Friday May 6th
Prep, 1/2B, 1/2C
All grade 3/4 & 5/6
Mothers Day Stall
Friday May 20th
Grade 5/6 Winter Sports

REPORTS
At the end of this term, we will be sending home reports and we will be having a reporting day on
Wednesday 22 June which will also be a curriculum day.
COVID INFORMATION
• Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are no longer required in any school setting. Any student or
staff member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, including those who are medically at-risk.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day
isolation period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks
after their release from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are no longer required to
quarantine. They can return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5
times within their 7-day period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8 and above
unless they have a valid exemption.

If any household contact returns a positive RAT result during this period, they must isolate for 7
days and not attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show
evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Community use of school facilities
Schools will no longer need to request evidence of vaccination of staff or workers from external
community groups who use premises outside the school’s normal operating hours.
RAT screening program extension reminder
The supply of RATs will continue for the first 4 weeks of this term. The screening
recommendations remain the same:
•

mainstream schools – recommended to test at home twice a week

•

We have received our second supply of air purifiers.

SCHOOL CAMPS
Camps have been booked for this year. More details will be sent out early next term.
5/6 Camp – Camp Coolamatong – 8-12 Aug 2022,
3/4 Camp - ADANAC from 14 Nov to 16 Nov 2022
STAFF CAR PARK CLOSURE – STARTS Monday 2 May
The staff carpark gates will be closed between 8.45 – 9.15am and 3.15 – 3.45pm from next Monday.
Very few schools allow parents to use the staff carpark and there are too many safety issues to
allow us to continue to allow parents and carers to park there. Could you please work with your
children, to organise where you will be dropping them off and picking them up from next term.
There are many exits out of the school where you can park safely.

LIBRARY
Our Library and Computer Lab have been out of action this term due to water damage last holidays. The
bricks in the library are being painted and some of the shelves are to be replaced. The computer lab has
been transferred to room 14. We are making a Library/Wellbeing Room for all of our students.

TERM 2 EXTRA CURRICULUM DAY
At the end of last term, for Term 2, 2022, the Department of Education and Training has provided all
schools permission to hold each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the same day for all
staff. This is to enable the most effective and efficient use of this day. Therefore, all students are not
required to attend school on this day.
We will be working out when this date will be early next week and will let you know as soon as possible
via COMPASS.
It is great to be back!!
Cathy Jones
Principal

FOUNDATION NEWS:
The Preps have made a fantastic start to term 2 and its so nice to see everyones
smiling faces, the Preps all seemed to have a fantastic Easter Holiday and have
amazing stories to share.
This week we learnt about the meaning of Anzac Day and Prep A even got to
make some delicious anzac biscuits!
We cant wait to have a full week at school next week and really get stuck into term
2. Have a great weekend
The Foundation Team

GRADE 1/2 NEWS:
The Grade 1 and 2’s have made a wonderful return to learning in Term 2! It’s been great to hear
about their fun holidays and read about their experiences in their writing.
This week we began our integrated unit of learning about sustainability. Everyone talked about
how we can care for our earth in preparation for our excursion next week. How exciting!
In addition
Grade 1/2 Teachers

GRADE 3/4 NEWS:
Welcome back for term 2! It’s been lovely seeing all the kids return to the classroom with happy
smiles and plenty of stories from the holidays. It has been pleasing to see the children settle
back into the classroom with enthusiasm.
This week we have discussed the importance of ANZAC day, as a day to remember those who
were prepared to volunteer for service so that our country may remain conflict free. The children
watched numerous clips and read stories which helped them to understand the importance of
the day.
During this term we will be learning how to set out and solve formal algorithms for all four
processes. This week we started with a pre-test on addition and subtraction to determine each
child’s point of need. Our unit on location and fractions will follow later in the term. We will
continue to focus on persuasive writing and are looking forward to beginning our integrated unit
on Australia and its place in the world. We will be researching what makes our states and
territories special with a specific focus on Victoria.
We are hoping to plan an excursion to the city sometime this term or in term 3. We will require
parent helpers so for those that might be interested make sure you have your Working with
Children Check (WWWC) up to date. More information to come.

5/6 News:
The grade 5/6’s are very excited to start term 2 as we have Interschool Sports! We are playing
in the Ringwood District Winter Interschool Sport Competition and will be playing such sports as
AFL, Soccer, Netball, Softball, Hot Shots and VolleyBounce. Interschool Sports will start in
Week 4 on Friday the 20th of May. There will be 4 matches played across the term against
schools in our district including; Tinternvale, Tintern Grammar, Dorset and Sacred Heart. Each
match will be held from 1:30-2:30pm on Friday afternoons. We can’t wait to get out and start
training as soon as Mr Hannah has finished picking the teams!
I would also like to thank all of the teachers and parents who helped us out in term 1 during our
Summer Season of Interschool Sport. Your help was greatly appreciated so thank you again. I
look forward to keeping you all updated on our progress throughout the term once our matches
begin.

Chaplain Report:
‘Remembrance’
During the last few weeks, many of us spent time remembering. For those of us for whom Easter holds
special significance, our thoughts centred on the sacrifice of One who offered the prospect of new life for
all. Many stood in silence on Anzac Day, as we remembered many lives being sacrificed for the good of
generations to come, including ours. My wife Bonnie and I travelled to Turkey in 2008, including Gallipoli
– it was very moving!

8 May is an International United Nations day of ‘Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those
Who Lost Their Lives During the Second World War’. There are many International Days of significance
in our global calendar. These days serve to help us to learn from the past, and empower us to change in
the future. A time of reflection can be beneficial in helping us to grow to our full potential, as we deal
with the lessons of past experiences.
Here are some quotes that remind us about the importance of remembering:
•

Remembering the past gives power to the present. [Fae Myenne Ng]

•

Remembering the past should help you create a purposeful future, not cause you to be afraid of
it. [Bill Crawford]

•

Let us remember the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and look forward to
the future with confidence. [Pope John Paul II]

•

To understand the living present, and the promise of the future, it is necessary to remember the
past. [Rachel Carson]

•

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it. [George Santayana]

Enjoy making new memories with your family, that you can look back on and remember with gratitude!
Here I am in my family’s first car, an early Holden.

Here is a mat completed by students at the end of last term, plus a stick hut creation from camp last year.
Great cooperation, making great memories together!

Please feel free to contact me via Compass, or at school, if there is anything you would like to discuss with
me. I am here to support our school community with whatever is challenging us.
Quote for the week: Remember the past - and await the future. [Deborah Harkness]
Alan Silverwood – Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday, Thursday]
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual
and practical wellbeing. The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal Government.
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