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EXTRA PUPIL FREE DAYS REMINDER
At the beginning of this term, the Department of Education
and Training has provided all schools permission to hold
each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the
same day for all staff for the next 2.5 years. This is to enable
the most effective and efficient use of this day and also
because we are not able to cover staff if they have these days
separately due to very, very limited staff replacements.
Therefore, all students are not required to attend school on
these days. This year the remaining Professional Practice
Pupil Free Days will be Friday 26 August and Monday 31
October.
Our next curriculum day will be Wednesday 5 October,
which is also a pupil free day.
Next year there will be two Professional Practice days and
the following year one. There will be no more after that
time.
Every year we have four curriculum days which are pupil
free. The first one is for every school, is on the first day of
term 1.
So in summary these dates are pupil free for the
remainder of the year • Friday 26th August
• Wednesday 5th October
• Monday 31st October

Thursday August 25th
Book Week Dress up Day
Friday August 26th
Curriculum Day
Monday August 29th
District Athletics
SEPTEMBER:
Friday September 2nd
Fathers Day Stall
Friday September 2nd
Prep Fathers Day Breakfast
Wednesday September
7th
Prep-Letter Land Dress Up
Day
Thursday Septeber 8th
Mini Fete 2:30pm
Friday September 16th
Last Day of Term
2:30pm finish
PTFA Movie Night
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ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION FOR PARENTS and CARERS about LGBTIQA
On the 31 August at 7-8pm Maroondah Council will be providing an information to
parents and carers about LGBTIQA+. Staff have attended a similar session earlier this
year and found it very informative.
Throughout the session presenters will explore the difference between sex, gender and
sexuality, understand the use of pronouns, unpack the needs of transgender and gender
diverse children and young people and learn skills about how to be effective allies.
This is the link.LGBTIQA+ online webinar link and there is a flyer attached to this
Newsletter. At school we teach an age appropriate curriculum through the department’s
Respectful Relationships Program.
The Respectful Relationships program supports schools and early childhood settings to
promote and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how
to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.
More information is available on the department’s website.
LGBTIQA+ information is part of this program in late grade 6.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
Our school has a uniform policy which has been passed by school council. We are asking
parents and carers to support this policy which is attached to this LINK. Thank you!
GRADE 5/6 CAMP
The grade 5/6 students had a brilliant time at camp. Thank you to all our staff all their
time and dedication in making this camp such a success. There are more reports later in
this newsletter.
COMPASS REMINDER
If anyone is still having difficulty with COMPASS could you please contact the office staff
who should be able to assist you.

Cathy Jones
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DET Unacceptable Behaviours and Consequences Reminder
Schools are positive places of learning where everyone has a right to a safe and healthy
learning environment. Schools are also workplaces, and school staff deserve to work in an
environment where they don’t feel threatened or unsafe.
When a small number of parents and carers behave unacceptably towards a staff member
or another member of the school community, this can affect their health, safety and
wellbeing. The impact can also be felt by the wider school community.
Unacceptable or unreasonable behaviours include, but are not limited to:
•

being violent or threatening violence of any kind, including being physically
intimidating, aggressive hand gestures or invading another person's personal space

•

speaking or behaving in a rude, aggressive or threatening way, either in person, via
email, social media, or over the telephone

•

sending demanding, rude, confronting or threatening letters, emails or text messages

•

discriminatory or derogatory comments

•

the use of social media or public forums to make inappropriate or threatening
remarks about the school, staff or students.

If a parent or carer behaves in an unacceptable way, the school principal may contact them
to talk about this further and there may be consequences.
Unacceptable or unreasonable behaviour may be escalated to the Department, where it will
be assessed and managed by:
•

requesting that the parties attend a mediation or counselling sessions

•

requesting all communications be in writing

•

written warnings

•

conditions of entry to school grounds or school activities

•

exclusion from school grounds or attendance at school activities

•

reports to Victoria Police

•

legal action.
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Who is excited for a fun family movie night?
All details below, big thanks to the PTFA for organising
Tickets can be booked at
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/937278
Please note this is a social event and adult supervision is required for
children under 16 years
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BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
FATHERS DAY STALL
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Foundation News
Over the past fortnight students in Foundation has been continuing their learning and
discovering of Australian Animals and have begun writing Information Reports on their chosen
Animal. To further their knowledge, students will soon begin to build and create their own model
habitat for their animals to live in.
PMP has continued and is a great favourite amongst the students. Thank you so much to our
parent helpers! We do really appreciate your support and help.
This week saw the completion of our Letterland unit where all students have intentionally learnt
all letters of the alphabet. So to celebrate this milestone we invite all students to dress up as a
Letterland character on WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER. More information for this will be
coming soon.
Looking forward to the upcoming fortnight where we have many fun things coming up from Book
Week dress up day next week and Father’s Day Breakfast on the 2nd September.
Hope you all have a fantastic weekend!
From the Prep Duo,
Sam and Emma.
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Grade 1/2 News
THEY ARE POETS AND THEY DONT EVEN KNOW IT......IN 1/2
The students over the last few weeks have had a wonderful time exploring their
poetic skills. As part of our writing unit we have been learning that a poem is a piece
of writing that uses imaginative words to share ideas, emotions, or a story with the
reader. One of our lessons included using our understanding of Zones of Regulation
and emotions we have experienced to write a I AM poem. The teachers were all very
impressed with the quality of the poems they wrote. It was great to celebrate their
writing as they proudly shared their poems with their classmates. Great job 1/2
grades. Keep up the great writing.
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Grade 3/4 News
The wickedly wet and windy weather has meant there has been extra time in the classroom during
recess and lunch. It is very obvious that children really do benefit from breathing in the fresh air and
going for a run around.
In the classroom we are in the process of finalising our fraction and time groups. This initiative has
proven to be very successful and all of our children have made solid progress.
Poetry continues to be the theme for writing this term. We have been dazzled by some of the acrostic
poems the children have been creating. Curiously one of our students asked when we were going to do
some writing this term so it was a great opportunity to inform the children that writing takes many
forms.
For those of you that were unable to attend the grade 3 & 4 musical production we offer our
commiserations. It was absolutely fabulous! Despite some apprehension and the beginnings of stage
fright for some, our performers made us extremely proud with their enthusiasm and musical abilities.
Well done to our BNPS ambassadors who attended a maths challenge at Boronia K to 12. One of our
groups came second which was positively awesome. All of our children enjoyed the challenge of solving
mathematical problems.
We have also included a sneak preview of work being done in the classroom for the BNPS Art Show.
A friendly reminder to all families:
Could your children please donate small items for our Lucky Dip as part of the Mini Fete to be
held September 8th?
Camp “payment plans” will be on compass this week.
An “expression of interest” letter for a proposed excursion to Science Works will be put out on Compass
this week

Many thanks!
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Grade 5/6 News

Grade 5/6 Camp
On Monday 8th August, our very excited grade 5/6 students (and their equally excited teachers), headed
off on their five day adventure to Coolamatong Farm Camp. It was a week filled with fun activities and
shared experiences. Our students were well behaved and did a great job supporting each other in each of
the activities, especially those which were challenging and required students to persevere. Below are a
collection of photos from our week as well as some ‘snippets’ from student recounts:

Our ‘happy’ campers!

Bike Riding Adventures
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Low Ropes Course

Bush Cooking and Rock Climbing
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Farming Experience

Archery
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Canoeing

Boat Trip – Raymond Island and 90 Mile
Beach
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Night Hike
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Keira Lwe – Night Walk
Night fell as the bright moon glistened with a red ray circling around it,
clouds shaped perfectly as they floated through the sky. A greyish purple
sky that took time to adjust to the eyes. Small sparks of stars filled the
night sky, branches of trees danced to the soft soothing rhythm of the
wind…
Maison Murphy - Survivor
As Digger was determining the teams by month of birth, we all were wondrous
of what team we would be in. Once the teams, had formed it was time to think
of our chant. My team shared our chant and we got a one minute head start.
Our chant was, “The Blue Bandits are so rad and The Red Rebels are so bad”.
Now the challenge begins between The Blue Bandits and The Red Rebels…
Mitchell Knight – Canoeing
The beautiful, blue lake waited for me to get in my canoe. I had a lifejacket on
and it hurt a lot. I was shaking in my shoes for most it. The sky had no clouds
in sight. Now it was time for the canoeing…
Nate Sika – Bike Riding
“BANG!” as the bike shed opened. As we grabbed our bikes I heard the
Chickens cawing. Riding around the tree wasn’t that easy as I heard the bark
crunching under our wheels. The tall grass was dancing as we passed through
it. As we reached our meeting spot I fell over and hit my head! We then
grabbed our gear and left!
Marina Nock – Boat Ride
As I was stepping onto the boat, the clear, blue water was washing up and
down from the sand. We had to put lifejackets on; it was as easy as putting on a
backpack. Then the boat started ‘’Broom’’ off we went…
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Indonesian News
On Friday 12 of August, I attended the Indonesian State Finals Award Night at Memorial Hall, Melbourne High
School. It was great to see Jada T presented with her certificate from Kuncuro Waseso, Konsul Jenderal in
Melbourne. What an amazing achievement! Congratulations also to Jayden L for receiving third place in his
division.
th

Heathmont College Indonesian Day – 17 August
th

I had the pleasure of taking 20 of our Grade 5 students to Heathmont College to celebrate Indonesian
Independence Day. The students described their day as follows:
It was great to look around some of the classrooms at Heathmont College. There were so many fun activities.
There was traditional Indonesian dancing, martial arts, mask making, shadow puppets and bingo. There was a
very delicious lunch made by Flying Woks of Nasi Goreng and a Japanese salad.
We all had an awesome day! Terima kasih. - Brooke R and Bell W
It was great to see my sisters at Heathmont College – Max H
Mask making was fun! – Josh J
Martial Arts was awesome. – Maison M
I loved watching the Indonesian shadow puppet show. – Bell W
I liked talking to the sister school of Heathmont College in Yogyakarta on skype and asking them questions about
their school life – Brooke R
I enjoyed learning a traditional Indonesian dance. – Lennie L
I really liked the lunch. – Tyler P
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Chaplain Report:
Cyber Wisdom
Child friendly vs ‘Don’t go there’

Everything is different to when I was growing up. Computers – what are they? We mostly played outside, experienced
nature, rode bikes, spent hours with our friends in safe environments.
The average person these days apparently spends about 2 hours on social media. When I was young, we spent time with our
friends face-to-face, called them on the phone, or sent a letter. The above pictures show the older, simpler times, with the
Tick Tock biscuits, compared to the TikTok phone app, which [if you didn’t know] is legally only for those who are 13 years or
older. This is the same for Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. There are very good reasons for these laws –
to protect kids!
Check out the esafety website Homepage | eSafety Commissioner to get some helpful background for these laws. Children
can become vulnerable to people who have ulterior motives. Unfortunately they don’t usually distinguish between real
friends, [you know, those you actually know and trust] and fake friends, who don’t have your child’s best interests at heart.
Safe websites: YouTube Kids, Kiddle, FactMonster, BBC Kids, Kidtopia, National Geographic Kids
Not for kids: Snapchat, TikTok, Kik Messenger, Tinder, Instagram, Omegle, Tumblr, Be Real

What Parents Can Do to Keep Their Kids Safe Online
•Keep your children’s computer in a common area of the home to monitor
their Internet activity.
•Check your child’s browser history frequently.
•Use security software or tools.
•Activate privacy features through your browser or internet service
provider.
•Know what other computers or devices your child is using.
•Know your children’s passwords.
Susan McLean is Australia’s foremost experts in cyber safety. Check out her website for helpful resources in keeping our
children safe on the internet. https://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/
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Quote for the week: “Passwords are like underwear: don’t let people see it, change it very often, and you shouldn’t share it
with strangers.” – Chris Pirillo
5/6 Camp was fabulous – a lot of fun! With canoeing, archery, bikes, delicious meals, frisbee and footy, there are many
highlights. The 2 pictures below are from the boat trip. The first was a quote we saw on a house wall on Raymond Island. The
second was the skimming the stones challenge. Lots of students challenged themselves to try new activities. Well done
everyone!

Feel free to contact me through Compass or at school if you would like to chat about anything.

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday,
Thursday]
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] Supporting the School community in

emotional

spiritual

, social

and practical

The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal Government.

wellbeing.
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