A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

From The Principals Desk

Calendar

STUDENTS AND STAFFING
Cate Cordeux has agreed to continue in 3/4B for the remainder of this
year and Maxine De Man will be returning part time next term to
implement maths tutoring for some of our students. We are very excited!

Friday June 24th
Last Day Of Term
2:30pm dismissal

Kerry Peake will be taking long service leave in term three and we hope
she has a well deserved break.

Monday July 11th
First day of Term 3

I want to acknowledge the huge dedication and commitment of all our
staff this year so far. As is the case in all organisations and in all schools
illness has been constant in the first few terms and I am sure will continue
to be so. Our staff support each other and support our casual relief
teachers, office staff and aides.
I read all our student reports and I am so proud of all our students for the
progress they are making. It is a team effort. After a visit to all our
classes this morning it is wonderful to see how happy and settled our
students are during the turbulent times our world is experiencing. Our
parents and carers are very supportive and we are very, very grateful!
Regional and central staff are currently supporting schools where they
have no alternative staff. This has never happened before, a sign of the
times.
PTFA
I want to acknowledge the huge dedication and commitment of the PTFA
to support our students at school. The Democracy BBQ , Mother’s Day
Stall, help with school photos, disco and the pizza lunch this week to
name a few events they have organized – beyond just fundraising!
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS

Thursday July 28th
Grade 3/4 Performing Arts
Festival 2:40pm
Wednesday August 3rd
Senior Hoop Time
Thursday August 4th
Whole School Drumming
Incursion
August 8-12th
5/6 Camp Coolamatong
Tuesday August 9th
Junior Hooptime
Wednesday August 31st
&
September 1st
Art Show

Although a very brisk day so many of you braved the weather to come to
our interviews. We absolutely loved having you all here. Thank you!

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
What an exciting morning for our students. Driving past all the flags, seats and pavilion before school
this morning set the scene for a very successful school-house cross country! All our students tried to do
their personal best. They were amazing! We had wonderful 5/6 leaders helping to guide the younger

students the right way. All our spectators, staff, parents, grandparents and carers were fantastic! There
will be further articles later in this bulletin. A special thank you to Mr Hannah for organising this event
and to his team of helpers.

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
The Victorian Government has introduced new Child Safe Standards to better protect children and young
people from abuse in all organisations that work with children
The new Child Safe Standards and Ministerial Order 1359 begin on 1 July 2022. In preparing to meet the
new standards, schools are building on existing child safety strategies, policies and practices to strengthen
their culture of child safety and protect children from abuse.
The eleven new Standards will replace Victoria’s current seven standards and principles.
Key changes include new requirements:
•
•
•
•

to involve families and communities in organisations’ efforts to keep children and young people
safe
for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and young people
to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments
for greater clarity on the governance, systems and processes to keep children and young people
safe.

Changes have been made to support greater national consistency, reflecting the National Principles for a
Child Safe Organisation developed following the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse.
There will be some unique features in the new Standards. A new standard focuses on cultural safety for
Aboriginal children and young people and was recommended by Justin Mohamed, Commissioner for
Aboriginal Children and Young People, after undertaking an Aboriginal-led development process.
‘Creating organisations that properly include Aboriginal children, young people and their families, and
that acknowledge and appreciate the strengths of Aboriginal culture, can make such a difference.
Organisations will have requirements to ensure racism within the organisation is identified, confronted
and not tolerated. We know that if Aboriginal children and young people feel safe to be themselves in an
organisation, this better protects them from child abuse’ reflected Justin Mohamed, Commissioner for
Aboriginal Children and Young People.

The new Standards provide greater clarity for organisations on actions required to meet minimum
standards. Victoria has over five years’ experience of mandatory Child Safe Standards, so many
organisations will have well developed child safety frameworks including ours.
SCHOOL CAMPS REMINDER
Camps have been booked for this year. Details have been sent out to parents for the 5/6 camp. 3/4 camp
information will be forthcoming soon.
5/6 Camp – Camp Coolamatong – 8 Aug to 12 Aug 2022
3/4 Camp - ADANAC from 14 Nov to 16 Nov 2022
Upcoming PHYSICAL EDUCATION EVENTS
3 August 5/6 Senior Hooptime – State Basketball Centre
Senior School Swimming Grades 3 – 6 , 12 to 16 September at Kilsyth Centenary Pool
29 August – Bill Stewart Reserve – approx. 45, 3-6 students
9 August Junior Hooptime (Grade 4 and some grade 6 coaches) – Dandenong Basketball Centre
Junior Swimming dates will be announced soon.
ART SHOW
Our Art Show will be on 31 August and 1 September in the evening. More information will follow next
term.
PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE
Early in June I attended a two-day principals conference in Melbourne.
The conference theme of ‘Stronger Together: Every Student, Every School’ spoke to the privilege of our
work, leading schools.
DET hoped we felt energized to build on the conversations and learning from the conference with our
teachers, students, and your broader school community. I certainly am in planning for term 3.
The conference was 2 days of insightful workshops, displays of DET departments where we could talk to
members of these departments in person and learn from our colleagues, so important.
I spoke with colleagues who are a few years down the track of following what are doing at school
implementing Professional Learning Communities and it is working well in their schools. I will discuss
this in further Link articles.
I attended achieving Excellence in our schools and the High Ability program which Sandra will talk about
this in further Link articles as well and what we are planning in the future.
The main keynote addresses were about Constructive Alignment – Engagement and Learning, Education
for Conciliation, Inclusion and Wellbeing at the Centre.
It was a very informative and worthwhile conference to attend.

COVID UPDATE – FROM DET
Dear Parents and Carers,
As you would be aware, following advice from the Acting Chief Health Officer, the Victorian
Government recently announced changes to the pandemic orders.
There will no longer be a mandated vaccination requirement for staff working in mainstream schools.
This change will come in from 11.59pm Friday 24 June, so in effect from the start of Term 3 2022.
With almost 100% of school staff now vaccinated across Victoria, this will cause little change to our
school.
As part of the changes, from 11.59pm Friday 24 June 2022, parents and carers who have COVID-19 can
transport their non-COVID-19 children via private vehicle to their primary or secondary school when an
alternative person is not available to assist. This will include school holiday programs held on school
grounds.
This means that parents and carers will be able to leave COVID self-isolation to take their non-COVID19 child to school or school holiday programs via a private vehicle.
The parent or carer must travel directly to and from the school only. They must remain in the vehicle at
all times, unless it is reasonably necessary to leave the vehicle to walk the child to and from the entrance
of the school safely. They must wear a face mask at all times.
Family members are asked to continue reporting positive COVID-19 cases to both the Department of
Health and our own testing portal.
You must also let the school know if your child is a close contact. Students who are close contacts and
want to attend should still take 5 RATs over 7 days and wear a face mask whilst indoors if they are aged 8
years or over.
Students should continue to stay home if they are unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT.
Thank you for your support as we continue to make these adjustments.
Sincerely
DET

HOLIDAYS
We hope all our students and staff enjoy the school. School returns on Monday 11 July.
Best wishes
Cathy Jones

Chaplain Report:
Refilling our cup

Put your hand up if you are looking forward to the holidays. I am imagining lots of hands extending
enthusiastically upwards. I know that when the holidays come, it means different things to each family.
Some are able to travel. Others need to be creative as to how they amuse the children. Wet weather can
make a difference to the activities. Some enjoy sleeping in, late night movies and popcorn, days in PJs.
Whatever your family holiday time looks like, make sure you find some ways to unwind. As the following
quotes suggest, when we do things that make us happy, we can let go of the stress; when we relax we are
renewed and refreshed; mindful breathing can help slow us down; also, we need time to remind ourselves
what is most important for us.

As the minions quote states, our glass, or cup, or bucket are refillable. We don’t have to run on empty.
Try making a list of things that renew you, that make your soul happy, that make your heart smile. Suggest
that everyone in the family makes a list, and try to slot in at least one thing from each person’s list. It is
important to remember that those things don’t have to cost a fortune. The best things in life are free, like
experiences that we share with each other.
Quote for the week: “Fill your cup because you can’t pour from an empty cup.”
HaVe A WoNdErFuL HoLiDaY BrEaK!

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday, Thursday]
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual

and practical wellbeing. The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal Government.

Foundation News:

Cross Country
Yesterday the Preps experienced their first cross country
event. They were all very excited and gave their personal best.
Everyone was thrilled to receive a ribbon. Go Preps!

Grade 1/2 News:
The Grade 1/2s have made it to the end of another wonderful term!
We would like to start by thanking the parents who were able to make it to parent teacher interviews this
week, it was lovely to see you all!
During the final weeks of the term, we have been working on informative texts on a chosen animal. It’s
been wonderful to see them researching their chosen animal, writing different facts about them and
showing off their artwork with their amazing front covers! We have also been extending our
understanding of addition and subtraction as we have been working on vertical addition and subtraction.
The students have done a wonderful job setting out their problems before finding their answers. And
finally, in reading the students enjoyed learning about cause and effect through a fun balloon and egg
experiment!

After many weeks of training, it was great to see all of the students doing their best in our school cross
country! Alongside their efforts on the track, it was great to see the student’s encouraging other students
from the school as they too ran their own race. Well done on your amazing running Grade 1/2s!
The Grade 1/2 teachers would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday, we look forward to seeing
you all back in Term 3!

Grade 3/4 News:
We made it! Another term down and midyear fast approaching.
It was both wonderful and encouraging to meet so many parents at parent/teacher interviews. Thank you
to all that braved the cold to do so!
The children in grade 3 and 4 have been busy learning all about rules and laws, how their identity is
shaped by the groups they belong to such as family, sporting clubs, church, dance groups etc. The
children have also explored how decisions are made democratically and the role of our local government.
As part of this Civics and Citizenship unit, children also learnt about their family customs as well as some
customs originating from other countries that we now enjoy in Australia. Interesting conversations
followed with children recognising that some customs we follow in our own houses such as not wearing
shoes inside the house, where we eat our dinner and access to devices varies from one house to the next.
We all agreed though, that manners are important, we need to dress appropriately and we should respect
our elders.
The children have continued to learn how to write information reports and the importance of classifying
information into paragraphs with the inclusion of a topic sentence.
Our Cross Country Event was a great success! It was fabulous to see all of our students striving to do
their personal best. Gold House participants were triumphant on the day!
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday and we look forward to a busy and exciting term 3.

Grade 5/6 News:

Big Freeze
Congratulations on such an amazing Big Freeze Free
Dress Day on Tuesday! Junior School Council raised
$364.00 to go towards the Fight MND foundation
which goes towards vital research to effective
treatments and a cure for Motor Neuron Disease.

SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY

Indonesian News:
Statewide Indonesian Speaking Competition Results
On Tuesday 14th of June, we had over 40 students enter Sayembara Lisan, an Indonesian Oral
Competition, run in conjunction with VILTA (Victorian Indonesian Language Teachers’ Association) and
the Asia Institute, University of Melbourne.
It was an amazing effort to have so many students compete and congratulations to all of you. We had Bu
Devathas, Indonesian teacher from Heathmont College visit our school to judge our students as part of the
Maroondah region. The competition included simple questions and the students either sang a song, recited
a poem or engaged in conversation in Indonesian.
I am very proud to announce that we have 9 students who have made it through to the finals.
Congratulations to the following students:
Level 1 (Grade 1/2 students): Flynn O’B, Madden O’B, Blake M, Grace T
Level 2 (Grade 3/4 students): Jayden L, Chloe M
Level 3(Grade 5/6 students): Brooke R, Joshua S, Jada T
The finals will be held on Saturday 23rd of July at Sydney Myer Asia Centre, University of Melbourne.
We wish you all “Semoga sukses!”
During her visit, Bu Devathas was accompanied by 3 of our former students who taught our Grade 3/4
students to play angklung (traditional bamboo instruments) and played bingo with them as well. It was
great to see our former students with their buddies from prep and also siblings as well!
Terima kasih (Thank-you),
(Bu) Mary-Ellen Dowling

Art News
Students have been very busy in the Art room practising drawing and painting native
Australian flowers in preparation for our collaborative collages. Each level has used
inspiration from four Australian artists and made choices about colour palette, flowers and
layout. Preps have been looking at the art of Laura Blythma; Grade 1/2's painted flowers
inspired by Kirsten Katz; Grade 3/4's studied the art of Claire Ishino and 5/6’s are looking
at Andrea Smith.
We’re hoping to frame these pieces and auction each one off at our Australian themed Art
show in week 8 of Term 3, which is very exciting (and nerve racking). The students are
working well and their collages are starting to come together. All proceeds from the Art
show, which will be held over two nights, will go towards an Art project for the school,
such as a mural, installation or working with an artist.
Next term we will continue to create work for our Art show, focusing on Australian
themes and artists, and classes will begin to create artwork in their classroom for the show
too.
There may be some helpers needed leading up to the Art show as well as helping me put it
together during the week of, so if you are interested and available to help out or lend a
hand in any way, please let me know.
As for the donations, thank you to those families who have been collecting things. We will
need a few bits and bobs, but I will put out a message on Compass when we are closer to
needing them.
One last thing, Zart Art are running a student art competition with the theme of ‘My
Environment’. It could be something you’re surrounded by, an environment that inspires
you or your favaourite place to be. Maybe you’d like to create a piece of art and enter it in
for your chance to win amazing prize packs. There are two categories you would be
eligible for; Category 1: Foundation to Year 3 and Category 2: Year 4 to Year 6, with your
choice on what and how to create your work. It can be two-dimensional or 3D.
There are lots of prizes to be won and if we have a winner from our school, we could even
win a huge prize for the art room valued at nearly $3000. Oh, wouldn’t that be lovely!
There are 24 days left to enter so take a look at the flyer below for more details, or head to
the Zart Art website to enter. Feel free to show me when we return to school, if you’d like
some feedback or help. Plus I always love to see what creative things you’ve been up to.
Good luck and have a lovely break! See you in Term 3.
Ebony Dijk
Visual Art Teacher

Community News:

