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A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
 
 

From The Principal’s Desk 
 

Thank you to the whole Bayswater North Community for the warm 
welcome I have received this week! My name is Meredith Graunke, 
however I am commonly known as Sam. It’s a little confusing but 
generally people get used to it quickly.  
 
My first day was quite eventful, it included visiting all the classes to 
introduce myself, putting up Art displays, a funding announcement 
and photo op with the local politicians, and a massive meet and 
greet at the incredible Art Show.  

Over the course of Term 4 the school is going to be trialling a couple 
of methods of up-levelling communication for a range of purposes. 
Stay tuned for information about how this will be achieved in the next 
issue of Link.  

Please come and say hello if you see me around the school, I will be 
out at the drop off areas before and after school most days.   

Warm regards  

Sam Graunke  

 
 
 
 

Calendar 

Friday October 14th 2022 
 

OCTOBER: 
Wednesday 19th 

Grade 3/4 ScienceWorks 
 

Monday 24th 
Hooptime Grade 5/6 

 
Tuesday 25th 

Hooptime Grade 3/4 
 

Friday 28th 
5/6 Cricket 

 
Monday 31st 

Pupil Free Day 
 

NOVEMBER: 
Tuesday 1st 

Cup Day 
 

Sunday 13th 
Cars & Coffee 

 
Monday 14th-16th 
Grade 3/4 Camp 

 
Friday 18th 

Arrabri Twilight Community Market 
 

Saturday 26th 
State Election BBQ & Cake Stall 
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ART SHOW 
As we start our last term for 2022 we hit the floor running with a fantastic Visual Arts Show. 
Last week there were busy hands everywhere finishing off special artistic creations and setting up our gallery. 
 
We would like to thank Ebony Dijk for inspiring this event and the staff who all became involved and also enjoyed 
working with their children on their art pieces. 
 
As usual we have a group of parents who continue to support us with such projects, setting up the hall, running the 
BBQ and then dismantling after the event, we thank you so much for your hard work. 
 
Victorian Governments School Inclusive Grant. 
Thanks to staff, especially Scott Hannah and School council, especially Analisa Mathrick, who have been successful 
with their submission for the Inclusive Grant which was recently announced by the Minister for Education. 
 
We have $ 200,000 for an outdoor inclusive learning space which should commence in 2023. 
A great effort by all concerned. 
 
Library Update 
PTFA and School Council have continued to work tirelessly with the library update. Teresea, Alana and Analisa have 
been instrumental in helping to formulate the changes, colours and furniture needed to update this important learning 
space. 
 
We expect to have future arriving next Tuesday and I am sure we will have a clear picture of the potential of this 
space.  
 
We are also working on the development of a Wellbeing space adjacent to the library. 
Please feel free to pop in and see our progress in the next few weeks. 
 
Curriculum Day 
During the first week of term, we had a curriculum day where we were able to work on our school vision and clarify 
our school values. This work that we have done will be refined and feedback sought from students and parents in the 
next few weeks.  The work emanating from these discussions will assist us to move forward with a fresh approach in 
2023. 
 
 
Term Focus 
Towards the end of the term, we will be assessing out students to note the effectiveness of our programs and 
collecting data around the progress each student has made. This will be the second time we have used Compass to 
report to parents so please make sure that you let us know if there are reporting improvements we need to make in 
the future.  
 
I am pleased to introduce Meredith (Sam) Graunke who will be the acting principal while Cathy Jones is on leave. 

 
Kerry Peake 
Assistant Principal 
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FOUNDATION NEWS: 
 

Prep Healthy Lunchboxes 
Deb and Laura from Each came to BNPS to talk about healthy boxes with the Preps.   
 
We need to eat lots of foods that are healthy to help us go, grow and glow. 
 
We all got to make our own mini lunchbox from a shopping bag.  It was great fun! 
 
We can’t wait for the next incursion. 
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1/2 NEWS: 

Grade 1-2’s on Wurundjeri Country 

 

The students in grades one and two have been learning about the importance of 
acknowledging the Traditional owners of the land on which we live and learn, the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.  

We have been discussing the importance of connection to country and that we are all 
welcome if we take care of the land. We learnt about some different local plants that 
can be eaten and we even found some when we went to a walk around Arrabri oval. As 
you walk through local bushland, ask your children to point out: kangaroo apples, 
prickly currant bushes and cherry ballard trees. The fruits are all edible but only when 
they are red. 

 

 

We are also learning the names of some animals, plants and places in 
Woiwurrung language. 
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3/4 NEWS: 

 

Term four is jammed packed with plenty of activities and events. First up was the Art 
Show. We are so very proud of the efforts of our grade 3 and 4 students and we really 
hope you all had the opportunity to enjoy the visual feast of beautiful art on display.  

Next week is our excursion to ScienceWorks. Please note that children are to bring their 
snack and lunch in separate paper bags that are clearly labelled. All children will need 
to be in full school uniform. If the weather is cold and rainy please also bring a coat or 
parka that is clearly labelled. No school bags will be permitted on the bus. 

 A reminder that there is a child free curriculum day on Monday October 31st before 
Melbourne Cup Day. Then of course the pièce de résistance is Camp Adanac on 
Monday14th November through until Wednesday 16th November. We have had plenty 
of discussions around camp to alleviate any worries or concerns from the children. A 
“what to bring” list was sent to every parent via Compass earlier this week so you all 
have plenty of time to get everything you need. Thanks for the quick return of camp 
Medical Forms.  

 

Our Integrated Studies topic this term is Aboriginal History pre-European Settlement. 
Robotics using Spheros has been a popular pursuit. Narratives are the focus for writing. 
In Mathematics we are reviewing measurement, balanced equations and division. We 
will be continuing g to work through the Friendology Program.  

We look forward to an exciting term!  

Grade 3&4 Teachers 
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5/6 NEWS: 
 
Welcome back to Term 4!!  
 

What’s on in 5/6 

 

Rotations 

This term our 5/6 classes will be embarking on some exciting new journeys within the Victorian Curriculum which 
will expand their thinking and problem solving skills. There will be three rotations over the term with Miss Riley, 
Miss Demarte and Mr Hannah taking a different subject area. These are Robotics, Health and Critical and Creative 
Thinking. 
 

In Robotics students will be exposed to hands-on, cross-curricular STEM solutions that 
engage students by providing the resources to design, build and program their 
creations while helping them develop essential skills such as creativity, critical 
thinking, collaboration, and communication. A Core Set supports two students and 
comes with a getting-started guide, video tutorials, and standards-aligned lesson 
plans. 
 

 

For Health students will be looking at Physical, Social and Emotional Health. Food and 
nutrition will be explored while looking at the process of consuming, absorbing, and using 
nutrients needed by the body for growth, development, and maintenance of life.  Students 
will learn how to identify adequate, appropriate nutrition and develop an understanding of 
the five food groups that identify discretionary choices as food they eat sometimes (e.g. on 
special occasions or in small amounts!). 
 

 

In Critical and Creative Thinking students will develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding to test the strength of thinking. Students develop their capacity to 
deliberately manage their thinking. They will explore common errors that can occur in 
thinking. Students will be researching and developing board games this term, investigating 
different ways to play including Monopoly and Scrabble then using these skills to design 
their own! 
 

 

Homework reminder 
Just a reminder homework has been handed out this week on Monday, and will be checked on Fridays. 
Along with reading, students are asked to complete a Numeracy task whether it be on Mathletics, Essential 
Assessment My Numeracy or a small worksheet which aligns with what they are learning in class. Spelling words 
for the week will also be sent home, along with a grid of activities students can choose from. 
 

Interschool Sport 
Due to the rain our Girls Softball team won’t be playing Friday 14th, but will eventually be playing Eastwood PS in 
the Maroondah Division Softball Final here at BNPS. Keep an eye out on Compass and our Facebook page for the 
new time and date! We wish our girls the best of luck and hope to see lots of parents and spectators here to 
support our team on Friday. 

 

The Open Volleyball team played a Round Robin against Yarra Valley and Mullum at HE Parker for the 
Maroondah Division Volleyball Final on Friday 14th October. We wish our team the best of luck! Win or 
lose. 
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SPORTS REPORT 

 

Division Athletics  
Thursday, 3 of our Grade 6 students; Skye T, Tommy 
W and Chase P represented the school at the 
Maroondah Division Athletics Carnival.  
 
All three students competed extremely well on the 
day, with Tommy finishing 2nd in the High Jump, Skye 
placing 3rd in the 1500m and 4th in the 800m and 
Chase managing to finish in first place in the Shot 
Put.  
 
These results mean that Chase and Tommy will go 
on to the regional final which will take place next 
Thursday the 20th of October.  
 
We congratulate all three of our competitors on their efforts this year with their athletics 
and wish the boys the best of luck at the regional final next week!  
 
Scott Hannah 
 
 

ART REPORT: 

 

WOW! Our Art Show was a massive success, Thank you to everyone who came 
especially those who braved the wild weather Thursday night. It was a fantastic display 
and we cant thank Ebony Dijk enough for all her hard work behind the scences. 
 
Stay tuned as next week we will be sending out a detailed Newsletter just for the Art 
Show! 
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PTFA NEWS: 
Dates to remember: 
Sunday 13th November – Cars & Coffee 
 
Friday 18th November – Arrabri Twilight Community Market  
 
Saturday 26th November – State Election BBQ & Cake Stall 
 
Cars & Coffee – Sunday November 13th 
With a lot of anticipation and excitement we are officially announcing that we will be collaborating with Eastside Cruisers to run 
a joint annual car show and on Sunday November 13th starting 9am.  
 
All vehicles are welcome (gold coin donation on the gate). There will be sausage sizzle and coffee van on site with raffles and 
some fun stuff for the kids. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a sponsor or having a food van or stall on the day please send us a message through 
Facebook and we will be more than happy to discuss.  
 
Please feel free to share with friends that may be interested and keep an eye out for more details! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arrabri Twilight Community Market – Friday November 18th 
BNPS will be running a stall at the Arrabri Twlight Community Market. It would be great to see as many of our families come 
down and support local makers. You may even be able to make a start on your Christmas shopping 
 
 
State Election BBQ & Cake Stall – Saturday November 26th 
We will be running a BBQ & Cake Stall for the Victorian State Election.   
 
 

Enjoy your holidays and we look forward to seeing everyone back for an exciting term 4       

 
 
PTFA 
All for the Kids 
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Chaplain’s Spot 

Where do we go when life gets tough? 

 
I took the above picture on my walk along Dandenong creek during the holidays. The walking track and bike track along the 
creek are some of my favourite places to go outside, exercise, get fresh air, meet people, and help my mind to be refreshed.  
 
One of the families at my other school had a traumatic holiday break, when one of their family died. Life is tough for them. 
Thankfully, they are surrounded by family and friends from their church community. Family and friends are very important, 
especially during such difficult experiences.  
 
I wonder what strategies you use when life becomes difficult for you. A few months ago, I created an A-Z Calm Down strategies 
wheel, with a strategy for every letter. If you would like one, I could email one for your family. It could be ‘wheely’ helpful! 
 

 

Take care everyone. Make the most of every day. Do as many positive things as you can, to brighten the day for others and for 
yourself. We only have one life. A lot of it we cannot control, but our response is something we can usually control. Let’s make 
the best of what we have.  

Feel free to contact me through Compass or at school if you would like to chat about anything. 

 
Alan Silverwood – Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday, Thursday]  
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] Supporting the School community in  

emotional , social  

spiritual  and  practical wellbeing. 
The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal Government. 

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 


