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A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

From the Principal’s Desk 
I’m feeling incredibly grateful and proud as I write my update this week. Our school community is humming 
along at every level, and at the completion of a school tour for a potential new prep this week I received 
some wonderful feedback.  
 
I’ll paint a little picture for you. This tour had seven people on it - a mix of adults and students. I began with 
my usual small talk, and then an explanation of our approaches to teaching and learning. Throughout this 
tour I was (very respectfully) thrown all sorts of hard hitting questions - everything from what data sources 
do we use, why we teach Indonesian, how do we decide who receives additional supports and how do we 
handle bullying? Now, I always talk a lot on a tour, but on this tour I was really put through my paces. Don’t 
get me wrong - everyone was respectful and interested, extremely curious about our school and had also 
been to some other local schools.  
 
At the end of the tour, one of the people shared they had previously worked at a high level within the 
education system (I’ll keep it vague for confidentiality). They then said our school was very impressive and 
they could see we were doing great work. After they left I had both a huge smile on my face, and needed a 
cup of tea and a brain break. 
 
Following that experience, I then asked for any parents who might share a testimonial about our school for 
our updated Prep information brochure. Last night I read through what was posted so far….and had my 
tyres pumped up even further. To hear how much our whole school staff are appreciated for our work, and 
how great the sense of belonging is to our school community was just awesome. May have teared up a bit. 
It is so rewarding to hear this feedback and know that we are implementing our school vision successfully. 
Thank you. We will keep at it. 
 

 
 
Facilities News 
Fencing: Almost completed, Woohooo! Just a couple of minor things to complete and work should be 
finished by the end of next week if all goes to plan. 
 
Playgrounds: Soooo close to being started now. The builder has been appointed and I have received news 
that our school will be the first out of the bundle of 8 schools to have the build completed. Bonus news was 
that they have agreed to stage the works by areas rather than type. That means we should still have access 
to some of the courts and playgrounds at all times, which will be much less disruptive to our students and 
staff. Exact start date?  
I’m going to say by the end of Term 1. 
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From the Principal’s Desk continued.. 
 
School Council Elections 
The official school council election process is posted on Compass, but I also wanted to touch on it here. 
Firstly, I want to thank all of our parent and staff members who have been on our school council - whether for several years or just a couple. 
They are a great support to me, and have helped advise and steer the direction of the school through providing their valuable insight as parents 
and members of our school community.  
This year we have several positions that we genuinely have to fill - some of our existing members are no longer able to be on school council 
for a range of reasons, mostly related to no longer having students at the school.  
 
Please consider this opportunity to be part of our thriving school community in an official capacity, but not one that takes too much time or 
effort - I promise! 
 
Check out the information on Compass regarding what is involved, and catch up with one of the current school council members after the next 
assembly, or chat to me, to ask any questions you may have about what is involved. It is the best way to get a ringside seat to how our school 
is run and have direct input into some of the decisions that are made. 
 
Mrs Graunke 
Principal 
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School Discovery Morning 
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Junior School News 
 
Literacy 
For Little Learners, the grade 1 students looked at the phonemes and graphemes for ‘ay’ and ‘ai’. We practised spelling different words, 
where the students had to make a choice of which grapheme to write, the ‘ay’ or the ‘ai’. We found out that most words, except crayon, will 
end with an ‘ay’, while ‘ai’ is in the middle of words.  
 
Grade 2 Little Learners revised the a sound when spelling including ‘a-e’ ‘ay’ ‘ai’ ‘eigh’ and ‘aigh’. Students enjoyed learning ‘The Holiday 
Game’ by revising the sounds from the week and performing a dialogue with appropriate prosody (pattern of rhythm within a poem).  
 
The Holiday Game 
Let’s play the holiday game. Make a list of the things that can go on the holiday and the things that can’t. Can you spot the rule? (Here’s a 
clue- Player 1 likes three beats!) 
 

Player 1: 
I have a game that we can play:  
‘Join me on a holiday’.  

Player 2: 
Okay! I’ll join you on your getaway.  

What should I bring? Please don’t delay! 
Player 1: 
But what’s the rule of the game? 
You must guess. I cannot say! 
But if it’s wrong, you’ll stay away. 

Player 2: 
It’s a pain you cannot explain. 

Hey, can I bring a toy train? 
Or can I pack a gold chain? 

Player 1: 
You cannot bring a toy train,  
But I’ll allow a train ticket. 
And no, not a gold chain- 
But a silver chain? I’ll permit it! 

Player 2: 
What about boysenberry jam? 

Or maybe grapes? Oysters? Ham? 
Player 1: 
Those foods, I’m sorry, you cannot. 
But if you’re hungry, bring an apricot. 

Player 2: 
Oh! I know! Can I bring insect spray? 

Or perhaps I’ll bring some model clay? 
Player 1: 
Hooray! You’ve won. You can come today! 
But don’t spoil the fun, so don’t give it away. 

Player 2:  
I’ll keep quiet and we’ll watch them play. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Writing 
For writing, we have continued with writing recounts.  We have been sequencing our stories using time connectives such as ‘first, then, after, 
finally’. We read the book ‘The Snowy Day’ by Ezra Jack Keats, then wrote a recount of a special time we spent with our grandparents, 
parents, siblings and friends.    

 
 
The students have been discussing plots, settings and characters after reading the book, ‘Edward the Emu’ by Sheena Knowles. They also 
predicted what trouble Edward and Edwina would get up to in the next book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths 
We have continued to work on Place Value, focussing on partitioning numbers into hundreds, tens and ones. The students worked with a 
partner to play ‘Race to 50 or to 100’ and used base 10 blocks to show their understanding of this concept. The students made paper chains 
to use as a number line. With a partner, they rolled two dice to get a two digit number, then had to find where on the number line that number 
would be. 
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IN GRADE 3/4 …. 
Well done Grade 3/4s! 
The Grade 3/4s have well and truly settled into the routines and schedule of a middle school 
student. They are becoming more independent each day by staying organised, moving smoothly 
between tasks throughout the day, and managing classroom expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wellbeing - Trusted Adult Activity  
Students participated in a “Trusted Adult” 
activity where they identified and discussed 
some of the trusted adults in their lives. We 
talked about who they feel safe talking to at 
school and at home, and then created a hand 
template to help them recognise the top five 
people they can always turn to for care, help, 
advice, or reassurance. 
 
 
Reading - Visualising 
This week, we are reading the book A Leaf called Greaf and learning about the 
reading strategy of visualising. As we read, students practised creating detailed 

pictures in their minds by using clues from the text and previous illustrations. We 
focussed on describing what we can see, hear and feel in the story, and recording 
our thinking in our Readers’ Notebooks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading - Predicting 
Last week our mentor text was a beautiful book called Grandma’s Treasured Shoes. While we were 

reading we were focusing on the strategy of Predicting. Predicting is an important reading skill where 
children use clues from the text to make a smart guess about what might happen next. Before and 
during reading, students look at the title, pictures, and key words, and think about what they already 
know. As they read on, they check if their prediction was correct and change it if needed. This helps 
children stay engaged, understand the text better, and become confident, thoughtful readers. Here are 
some of our predictions: 
 
My prediction is that Grandma will keep the shoes forever because they are a very old memory of when 
she had to flee the war and she will definitely want to keep the shoes. - Holly 
 
I predict that she will keep the shoes forever because they brought her to her new home and kept her 
safe when she escaped the war. - Charlie 
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My prediction is that Grandma will maybe eventually give the shoes to her granddaughter to keep them safe and she will remember her 
story. - Zephyr 
 
My prediction is that the grandma will keep the shoes forever because she escaped danger with them and she became safe with those 
shoes on her feet. They are probably really special to her and she loves them as they remind her of what her life was once like. - Addi 
 

Maths - Place Value 
After a whole week of testing last week, our focus in Maths this week 
is Place Value. Students will be representing numbers in numeral, 
word and expanded form, partitioning numbers in different ways, 
solving addition and subtraction problems using partitioning and 
ordering numbers up to 10,000 and exploring patterns in how numbers 
are built.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Writing - Persuasive 
During our writing sessions, we have been focusing on persuasive 
writing. Students brainstormed and created a list of ‘for’ and ‘against’ 
arguments about whether schools should allow children to bring their 
pets to school. We also used those arguments to write strong 
introduction paragraphs.  
 
Imagine a world where everybody got to bring their pet to school. I 
believe students should be allowed to bring pets to school because pets can make you feel calm, pets can 
make your work more fun and it can help you be more responsible with pets. - Sebastian 
 

What if we could make a change where everyone got to bring their pets to school? I believe everyone who goes to school should bring their 
pets. Pets can reduce stress and be calm and listen to the teacher. - Charlotte 

 
3/4 Sport 
3/4 Sport is something all students look forward to towards the end of every week. Some of 
the games we have been playing are line tiggy, swamp ball and long base kickball. These 
games help students build their teamwork and coordination skills. Students consistently 
demonstrate excellent sportsmanship by including others, offering a helping hand when 
needed and enthusiastically cheering on their classmates. It has been wonderful to see their 
positive attitudes, encouragement and teamwork on display each week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inner Ninja 
Last week, we revised the Friendology program by watching the first 
session, “Inner Ninja.” We talked about how we all feel “butterflies,” and 
students recalled and described a time they experienced that feeling in a 
friendship. We also discussed Friendship Fires, Mean-on-Purpose 
behaviour, and the Friend-O-Meter. For our activity, students came up 
with ways to tame their controllable butterflies by thinking about what 
they could do in those situations. 
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IN GRADE 5/6… 
  
What’s happening in the Seniour school? 
Over the last fortnight, grade 5/6 students have been exploring what it means to be a good citizen. They discussed how citizenship is about 
belonging to a community and understanding their rights and responsibilities, both locally, nationally and globally. Locally, they thought about 
ways they can help in their neighbourhoods and schools, while nationally they considered respecting laws and participating in community 
events. Globally, students explored actions like caring for the environment and supporting charities, and digitally they learned about online 
safety, attending a presentation on the importance of not sharing personal information and being respectful online 
. 
In Maths, students focused on all things related to whole numbers, including multiples, factors, prime and composite numbers, prime factor 
trees, indexed notation, rounding, and expanding numbers. In Reading, students worked on building stamina, monitoring their understanding 
and using thinking stems to strengthen their responses. Highlights over the past two weeks included making beetroot muffins in Kitchen 
Garden, preparing for Gala Day in interschool sport, and visiting Boronia K-12 College to take part in high school activities like cooking, 
robotics, and science experiments where they explored the density of liquids such as milk, honey and water.  
We are super proud the way our students showed curiosity, teamwork and enthusiasm throughout all these activities.  
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Wellbeing Support and Resources 
 
Easing into adolescence: resources for families 
Free resources for families of adolescents aged 10 to 14 years. 
The Department of Education has launched an Easing into adolescence webpage for families of students aged 10 to 14 (Grade 5 to Year 
8).  
 
The webpage has information and strategies you can use to help ease your child into adolescence and secondary school. These include:  
 

• a guide to emotion coaching. Staff from The University of Melbourne’s Tuning in to Teens Kids program developed the guidance. 
 

• how to support your adolescent with their studies and more generally. Parenting expert and clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller 
helped develop this resource. 

 
Subtitles for videos by The University of Melbourne on the webpage are available in 10 languages. You can select your preferred language 
on the translations page. 
 
For questions about these resources, contact the Strategic Partnerships, Transitions and Student Voice team. You can email them at 
Secondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gov.au. 
 
 
 

Check out the Chickens 
Everyone is loving the chickens being back at school.  

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-resources-families
https://www.vic.gov.au/easing-adolescence-information-your-language
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Chaplain’s Spot 

Jokes for the week 

 
 
I thought that it was time for some fun – here are a few jokes to share with your family and friends. Do you have any favourite jokes? 
Perhaps you could email me, and I could share them in future newsletters.   
 
1] How do you organize a space party? You planet 
2] What do you call a chicken staring at a lettuce? Chicken sees a salad 
3] Why are spiders so smart? They can find everything on the web 
4] Did you hear about the guy giving away free batteries? They were free of charge 
5] Why don’t bananas ever get lonely? Because they all hang out in bunches 
6] What do you call a magician that loses his magic? Ian 
7] What do you call a well-balanced horse? Stable 
8] What does a spy do when they are cold? They go undercover 
9] Why do mushrooms get invited to all the parties? Because they are such fungis 
10] I told my friend 10 jokes to make her laugh. Sadly, no pun in ten did. 
 
Let’s finish with some puns: 
1] I was going to tell a time-traveling joke, but you guys didn’t like it. 
2] I don’t play soccer because I enjoy the sport. I’m just doing it for kicks. 
3] I’d tell you a chemistry joke, but I know I wouldn’t get a reaction. 
4] I only know 25 letters of the alphabet. I don’t know y. 
5] I once wrote a song about a tortilla… but it was more of a wrap. 
 
Jokes are a good way to lift our mood. Life can often be serious, and we need to be ready to deal with those moments, but we also need to 
have strategies to give us perspective, and a sense that things will be okay.   
 
Here are a couple of quotes about jokes to finish. Yes, I know I’m hilarious. My goal is to make people happy, so I won’t tell a joke that will 
offend. Have fun everyone! 
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Community wellbeing:  Each Thursday, we run a Breakfast Club program before school in the Canteen. This is open to all students. We 
are part of the Foodbank program, and we are able to offer fruit, toast, and mini milks, and sometimes special focus days. 
 
Roster: If you would like to help out regularly, or just occasionally, please let me know. We would be rapt to welcome any new team 
members.  
We have plenty of second-hand uniforms and school bags for sale, for gold coin donations.  
We have also some food items available from Foodbank, including cereal, tinned fruit, lunch snacks, tinned baked beans and spaghetti. 
Feel free to visit us at Breakie Club if you would like some of these, or you can email me or see me on Wednesdays or Thursdays.  
 
Contact: If you need to contact me, you can email, phone, or see me on my days at school. Whatever concerns you, I am happy to support 
you and your family. 

 
Alan Silverwood: Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday & Thursday] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] 
 

Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual and practical wellbeing.  
Our Chaplaincy program is funded by the Federal Government’s ‘National Student Wellbeing Program’, the GRPS School Council and 
donations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections & Fundraising Committee 
We have an exciting event coming up next month.  On Saturday 28th March we are very excited to be hosing another community Twilight 
Movie night.  The students of BNPS have voted, and the winning movie is The Bad Guys 2.  The gates to the senior oval will open for the 
movie at 7pm and screening begins at 7.45pm.  We will be serving up all your favourite movie treats, including fresh popcorn from our schools 
brand new commercial popcorn machines.  With the completion of the fantastic new fence around the senior oval, this location now serves as 
the perfect opportunity for us to host a Twilight Market in the hall & staff carpark.  The market will run from 4pm to 7.30pm and includes a wide 
range of stalls, so come along and treat yourself, and perhaps sneak in a bit of Easter shopping too!  Movie tickets and details on all our 
wonderful stall holders to come, so keep an eye on Compass, and follow ‘Bayswater North Primary School Events’ Facebook page for updates.   
 
A few short days after our Twilight Movie & Market night, we will be wrapping up Term 1 with our annual Easter Raffle.  We are seeking 
donations of any Easter gifts, from chocolate eggs & bunnies to Easter toys and crafts.  We would love for you to keep an eye out when you’re 
at the shops for anything you can contribute and drop into the office.  Notices and raffle tickets will go out to students next month.  We are also 
bringing back our Bakers Delight Hot Crossed Bun orders.  Teaming up with Bakers Delight allows us to order their delicious hot crossed buns 
that will be sent home on the last day of term, fresh and ready for the Easter weekend, while raising a bit of extra coin for our school.   
 
In term 2 we have our Mothers Day stall running on the morning of Friday 8th May.  We will be putting a call out for parent & carer helpers, so 
please save the date if you’re free to come and serve at the stall.  On Saturday 13th June, we have secured ourselves a spot at Bayswater 
Bunnings for a sausage sizzle, please save the date to come along and volunteer for a shift on the day & grab a sausage.   
 
Lastly, we would like to say a very big thank you to Lynn Sutterby, who has now moved on from BNPS, but was a dedicated member of our 
school community and played a pivotal role in organising so many fundraising events over the last 6 years.  
We wish Lynn & Ben the very best in their new venture.   
 
Sarah & Alana 
Connections & Fundraising Committee  

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund eligibility 
Applications must be submitted to the school as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2. 
Where a school or family is unsure if the concession card is eligible, they are encouraged to submit the application into the CSEF system for 
validation.  
 
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 
 
Those who are eligible to apply for the CSEF must meet both of the following two criteria or be eligible for special consideration.  
Eligible means-tested cards 
Only financially means-tested cards are eligible.  
 
Eligibility date 
Eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer’s concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink (refer to the department’s policy, 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)), on either the first student day of Term 1 or Term 2. 
Criterion 1 – General eligibility 
 
The applicant must be one of the following: 

• a parent or carer who is the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card 

• a student over 16 years who is considered a mature minor and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health 
Care Card). Applicant to use the 16 and over application form. For guidance on assessing whether a student is a mature minor, 
refer to the department’s policy on Mature Minors and Decision Making 

• a parent or carer whose child is 16 or over and the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card but are not considered a mature 
minor. Applicant to use the 16 and over parent consent form. 

 
 
Criterion 2 – Be of school age and attend a Victorian school 
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a registered Victorian school. 
 
CSEF is not payable to a student attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled. 
 
Special Consideration 
A special consideration eligibility category exists to assist families and students in certain circumstances. Applications should be made 
through this application form. For more information, refer to: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Eligibility. 
 
Payment amounts 
The CSEF is an annual payment paid directly to the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs 
for your child. Please refer to the department’s policy for the current rates and more information, Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF): Payment amounts. 
 
How to complete the application form 
Note: all sections must be completed by the applicant. 
1. Complete the APPLICANT DETAILS section. 

 Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your concession card. 
You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT DETAILS section for students at this school. 
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/mature-minors-and-decision-making/policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
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OSHCLUB 
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Community News 
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