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A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Welcome Back! 
I would like to wish all of our returning students and families a warm ‘Welcome Back’ for 2026! It has been 
lovely reconnecting with families and catching up on how everyone spent their time over the holidays. There 
is a definite theme of most people enjoying the break, but also being ready to return to the routine of school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would also like to extend a huge Bayswater North PS welcome to our new families. We have 20 Prep 
students this year, with 11 of those being new families to our school. We also have 9 new students across 
our other year levels, bringing another 7 families to our school as well. It is so great to have you all here, 
and I am looking forward to getting to know you better as the year goes on. 
 
Updated Class Schedule and Eating Times 
We are now at the end of our first full week of the new schedule, and are beginning to get used to our 
different times for learning and eating. The aims of this update are to provide a longer time in the morning 
for our ‘heavier’ curriculum content, providing greater flexibility for implementing all curriculum areas, and 
allowing us to have a dedicated STEM specialist class.  
 
Students are having a ‘brain food’ (fruit snack) break during the morning block, followed by 10 minutes of 
eating time at 11:30 where they are eating their main lunch. Before our second break at 2 pm, they are also 
provided time to eat their remaining snack. 

 
Clubs at Second Break 
This year we have extended our Clubs Program to include a different club every day of the week. The year 
levels who are invited to clubs will change throughout the year to ensure there is something each week that 
will suit students from across the school. 
 
There will be posters put up around the school to let students know which clubs are on each day. 
Once the library opens again for student borrowing, we will also be opening the library for quiet reading or 
mindful colouring during a couple of break times per week. 
 
Our Clubs Schedule for this term is: 
Monday - Choir with Miss Koroibulu - Years 2-6 
Tuesday - Art Club with Mrs Holland - alternating weeks seniors and juniors 
Wednesday - STEM with Mrs Wilton - P-2 students 
Thursday - Games with Mr Silverwood - all ages 
Friday - Garden with Narelle - ages to be decided. 
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Thursday 12th 
Gr 5 Boronia K-12 Discovery Day 

 
Friday 13th 
Assembly 

 
Monday 16th 

School Council Meeting 6pm 
 

Friday 20th 
The Link 

 
Monday 23rd 

School Photos 
 

Tuesday 24th 
Grade 5/6 Gala Sports Day 

Grade5/6 Information Night 5pm-
6pm 

 
Friday 27th 
Assembly 

 
Saturday 28th 

School Discovery Morning 

THE 

LINK
Calendar 
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From the Principal’s Desk continued.. 
School Council Elections 
In the next couple of weeks I will be opening the election process for our 2026 School Council. In addition to our regular process there will be 
a couple of extra positions open as some of our current school counsellors are resigning due to other commitments.   
 
As a parent of our school, if you have an interest in how our school runs, joining school council is an excellent way to get a deeper 
understanding of school operations, have input into important decisions and policies, and build an even stronger connection to our school.  
 
For a small time commitment (8 meetings per year) you can really have a say in what goes on at Bayswater North. 
 
Please talk to any of our current school council members, or me, to find out more. 
 
Facilities Updates 
Did I mention to anyone that 2026 would be the year of building works at our school? 
 
Fences - this project is getting closer to completion, and the hardware for the staff carpark gates has been installed today. This gate should 
be operational by the middle of next week if everything goes to plan. This has been a huge job and I appreciate the patience everyone has 
shown throughout the process. It has been great to hear positive feedback from both families and local residents about how good it looks, 
the added safety it will bring for our students, and security it will provide to our grounds outside of hours. 
 
Playgrounds - I feel like I have been talking about the commencement of these works for months already - with nothing to show for it! 
However… My latest email was that the builders were being finalised and the project should commence shortly. Stay tuned. 
 
Junior Building - If you have a student in the junior building, you would be aware that we have temporarily moved the Prep class to Room 
5.  This is to allow us to investigate and repair a damp issue in rooms 1 & 2. We have had all the rooms in the building checked and have 
been advised the rest of the rooms in that building are ok to use. 
 
School Discovery Morning 
This year we are having an open morning on Saturday 28th February from 10am to 1pm to invite local families who may be interested in 
enrolling at Bayswater North next year or beyond. Please share this information with anyone you know who you think may be interested.  
There will be activities for little ones to complete, and some staff available to meet and chat to. See flyer below. 
 
 
Mrs Graunke 
Principal 
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School Photos 
 

 

 

Junior School News 
 

A big welcome to our 2026 Preps! 
 

Literacy 
The Preps have been introduced to Little Learners Love Literacy (LLLL) and have met Milo Monkey who represents the letter Mm. They 

have been practising writing the upper and lower case letter Mm and have been learning to ‘chin it’, ‘bin it’ and ‘park it’ with their individual 
mini whiteboards. They have been practising writing their name. 

 
The students have begun investigating recount writing. We read the text, ‘Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge’ by Mem Fox, and learnt how 

memories can make us happy or sad or silly. They were able to recount a special memory of their own to tell to another student. 

 

 
 
The Preps have been practising how to sit when listening to a story being read to them. They have also been learning that books have a title, 
author, pictures and a front cover. For reading, we have been practising choosing ‘just right books’ for our Independent Reading.  
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In Little Learners Love Literacy, the Grade 1’s have been revising some of the sounds  and letters that they learnt in Prep - ‘sh, ch, th, ng 
and ph’. They have also practised writing words, letter formation and reading ‘Heart Words’ that they learnt 
last year. 
 
Grade 2 LLLL began with revising sounds taught last year including ‘ng, sh, tch, ph and er’. They have also 
practised robot walk with multisyllabic words such as ‘entertaining’ and ‘rocket’, and noticed how the word 
‘sunset’ is made up of two smaller words ‘sun’ and ‘set’, and together they make a compound word! 
 
In Writing students have been learning about Recounts, and how to write about things that have happened in 
the past using ‘who, when, where, what, why and how’. 
 
Maths 
In Maths, the Preps have been rote counting to 10 and learning the difference between numerals and non-
numerals. The grade 1 /2’s have been looking at Place Value, organising materials into  groups of 10’s, connecting the number of tens and 
ones with the name of the number and identifying and recording numbers on a Place Value chart.  

 

 
 
Wellbeing 
The Preps have had a tour of the school and are learning where everything is and are enjoying the whole school play everywhere day on 
Fridays with the Grade 6s.  
 
Grade 1 and 2 students have revisited the School Values of Respect, Connection and Perseverance, creating Class Agreements and 
posters of how the Values look/feel/sound. We have also created a mural which represents us all individually, but brings us together in 
connection as a community! 
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IN GRADE 3/4 …. 
 

Getting to know you scavenger hunt 
Last week, as part of our Back to School activities, all 
students participated in a ‘Get to Know You’ scavenger 
hunt. It was fun, interactive and encouraged students to 
move around the classroom, ask questions, and discover 
shared interests with their friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Reading  
The mentor text for this week was Your Birthday Was the Best, with a focus on helping students make 
meaningful text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections. As we progressed through the book, 
students discussed how the events and characters related to their own experiences, compared the story to 
other texts they have read, and considered how the book connects to the wider world. Here are some 
amazing connections students have made:  
 
 
 
I remember my 6th birthday because I had a jumping 
castle. - Cam S 
 
 

 
This makes me think about Super Mario Bros. Mario and Luigi save Peach from getting 
chased by Bowser, so Peach doesn’t have to marry  
Bowser. - Tex  
 
It reminds me of a friend at Kinder. But when we had to move to go to school, we went to a different school. - Ruby 

 

 

Maths 
This week, our Grade 3/4 students have been learning all about place value. Students rolled 
dice to create numbers up to 5 digits and then recorded them on their place value charts. 
They explored the value of each digit in a number, identified the hundreds, tens, and ones, 
and practiced reading and writing large numbers.  
 
Writing 
This week in Writing, we focused on sentence structure. Students learned how to write complete sentences consisting of a subject and a 
predicate, and how to make their sentences more interesting by using strong verbs. They practiced joining simple sentences using 
connectives and exploring cause and effect in their writing. In addition to these skills, students also completed some handwriting practice to 
ensure their writing was neat and legible.  
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All About Me Collage 
As part of our back-to-school activities, students created an ‘All About Me’ collage to share important information about themselves. They 
included things such as things they like, a self-portrait, family, and fun facts. The finished collages will be 
displayed in our classrooms to create a sense of belonging! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Values - Respect, Connection and Perseverance 

 
Last week, we explored the importance and meaning of Respect, 
as it is one of our school values. At the end of the session, 
students brainstormed an action for each letter in the word 
‘RESPECT’.  
 
During our Connection lesson, students were given strips of paper 
to write down someone in their lives they feel a special connection 
to. Some students chose friends, parents, siblings, or neighbours. 
In addition to identifying the person, students also wrote about 
how they feel loved and supported by these people.  

 

When learning about Perseverance, students 
participated in a variety of activities such as 
throwing and catching a balloon, stacking 
dominoes to build the tallest tower, rolling six dice 
to get sixes, and bouncing a ping pong ball into a 
cup.  

They were given one minute to complete each 
activity, encouraging them to focus, try their best, 
and keep going even if it’s challenging.  

 

Grade 3/4 Term 1 Overview 2026 
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IN GRADE 5/6… 
The first two weeks of school in grades 5/6 have been a positive and energetic start to the year. Students have been busy participating in a 
range of get-to-know-you activities and sharing holiday recounts and pics, helping to build connections and re-establish classroom routines. 
 
A strong focus has also been placed on revisiting our school values of Connections, Perseverance and Respect. Through discussions and 
activities, students have worked together to establish positive learning communities and clear class expectations, setting the tone for a 
successful year ahead. 
 
Excitement has been building as students discovered their interschool sport teams in preparation for the upcoming Gala Day on Tuesday 
24th February. It has been wonderful to see many of our new Grade Five students proudly wearing their sports shirts, showing great school 
spirit as they prepare to represent BNPS.  
 
Specialist classes and Kitchen Garden have also commenced, with the addition of STEM to the timetable this year. Students have adapted 
extremely well to the new routines, and it has been lovely to receive such positive feedback from our specialist teachers about how smoothly 
the transition has been. 
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic year of learning, teamwork and growth as our students continue to demonstrate our school values each 
day. 
 

    

    
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LINK, Friday February 6 2026 

Caring for Children – Working with Parents 

 

STEM News 
I’m so excited to share that this year we have introduced STEM learning across the school, and it has been such a positive start already. 
STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. It is all about students learning by doing - asking questions, solving 
problems, working together and having a go. 
 
All classes have absolutely loved getting started with STEM. Students have been taking part in hands-on challenges, including longest paper 
chain and designing paper towers, which were a lot more challenging than they sound. It has been wonderful to see students so engaged, 
supporting one another and proudly sharing their creations.  
 

 

 
 
 
We have had discussions around how we can all work safely and respectfully in the STEM room. 
Together, students brainstormed safety rules which will be collated to create a shared poster.  
 
We have also spent time exploring where STEM learning can take students in the future. Our new 
wall display features hot air balloons representing different STEM related careers. 
 

 
 
From Week 3 I will be launching a STEM Club during 
Wednesday afternoon play.  
 
To begin with, the club will be open to Prep to Grade 2 
students, and we’ll see how numbers go as we get started.  
 
The plan is to eventually open the club up more broadly across 
the school.  
 
Beth Wilton - STEM Teacher 
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Chaplain’s Spot 
‘Who am I?’ 

 
Another school year has begun. I wonder how your holiday has been. One of my activities was to create a list of ‘26 things to do in 2026’. It 
is a mixture of one-off items and ongoing challenges. It is also categorised by health/exercise, self, faith, family, others.  
 
One item is to complete all my jigsaws, including new ones [mostly purchased from the Opp Shop]. I have completed 7 so far. I like the 
challenge, even the ‘Where’s Wally?’ one.  
 
The following quote refers to the discovery of knowing ‘who I am’. We are most at peace when we discover our strengths, the qualities that 
are inherently ‘me’. From a place of such strength, we can empower others to find and embrace their own strengths.   

 
For those families who are new to the school, here are a few facts about who I am: 
 
I was born in the same year that Mount Everest was first successfully climbed. [Look it up if you don’t know]. I have a wife, Bonnie, three 
children and five grandchildren. Bonnie and I have lived in the same Heathmont house for almost 47 years. I love music, brain puzzles and 
walking. I attend a gym 3 times a week. I am a man of faith, who seeks to empower others in their journey of life. I often wear odd socks and 
tell jokes. I love having FUN! 
 
May this year be a significant one for you and your family. You will see below my theme for this year - ‘Be the best you’. That will be my 
ongoing encouragement for students and the whole school community throughout the year.   

 
Community wellbeing:  Each Thursday, we run a Breakfast Club program before school in the Canteen. This is open to all students. We 
are part of the Foodbank program, and we are able to offer fruit, toast, and mini milks, and sometimes special focus days. 
 
We have plenty of second-hand uniforms for sale, for gold coin donations – including many polo shirts. There are also several school 
bags. Come and check out our stock. 
 
We have some food items available from Foodbank. These include cereal, tinned fruit, lunch snacks, tinned baked beans and spaghetti. 
Feel free to visit us at Breakie Club if you would like some of these, or you can email me or see me on Wednesdays or Thursdays.  
 
Roster: If you would like to help out regularly, or just occasionally, please let me know. We would be rapt to welcome any new team 
members. Stacey joined our team this week, and then all the other team members were unable to come, including Sarah with a foot injury. 
Thanks Stacey, plus the 3 staff who assisted us, plus Hannah, Zoe and Charlie as well.  
 
Contact: If you need to contact me, you can email, phone, or see me on my days at school. Whatever concerns you, I am happy to support 
you and your family. 

 
Alan Silverwood: Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday & Thursday] 

[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] 
 

Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual and practical wellbeing.   
Our Chaplaincy program is funded by the Federal Government’s ‘National Student Wellbeing Program’, the GRPS School Council and 
donations.  

 

 

 

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community News 
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