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A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

From the Principal’s Desk 
We have had a brilliant couple of weeks at school, with students showing their engagement in school 
activities in so many ways. 
 
Monday’s Harmony Day was a huge success, and students loved the drumming incursion, as well as the 
opportunity to work in mixed age House Colour groups to complete some art and sport activities.  
 
I loved the concert at the end of the day where our children got to show off the songs they have been 
rehearsing all term. Our new Marimba instrument was a wonderful new feature of their performances as 
well. Thanks so much to the teachers who organised and supported students throughout the day, and a 
special thanks to Miss Koroibulu for organising the incursion and the concert.  
 

 
 
Our year 6 and Prep students have loved getting to know their buddies, and it has been lovely to see them 
catching up at play times on our ‘play anywhere’ days on Wednesday and Fridays.  
 
Our senior students have shown great patience, care  and enthusiasm and many have been teaching the 
preps some of their favourite tiggy games or engaging them in ball games as well. 
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From the Principal’s Desk continued.. 
Student Voice - Junior School Council 
Our Junior School Council have begun their role this year by seeking requests from their classes about some things they would like to make 
the school even better. They invited me to a meeting and discussed their ideas, and also presented some information at Assembly last week.  
The requests include things like new sports equipment to use at play times, pumps for balls, repainting the ‘rebound wall’ near the senior oval, 
repainting four square courts and some new basketball and netball nets. 
 
I was able to share that the netball and basketball nets will be taken care of as part of our playground upgrade. 
As we can now securely lock the school after hours, we have installed new soccer nets on the junior oval and painted the existing football 
posts and set up the post pads on the senior oval.  
 
I handed out some new soccer balls to classes today, and am organising some of the other items from their list. 
 
Other Facilities Updates 
With the completion of our fencing, we have now installed new signage around the school. You will notice the gates are all numbered (we have 
17 throughout the school!!) and there are new signs for the ‘Kiss and Go’ areas and just to welcome people to the school.  
 
Narelle has been busy putting some new plants in the garden with the help of her Friday Garden Club, and fresh line marking on all the car 
parking spaces is being organised. 
 
It is wonderful to see the school looking fresh and tidy, and being a place where students, staff and families can take pride in our wonderful 
facilities every day. 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Graunke 
Principal 
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Junior School News 
 

Harmony Day 
On Monday, the students were encouraged to wear a touch of orange or their national dress to show support for cultural diversity, 
inclusiveness, and mutual respect, with the core message that "everyone belongs". The students enjoyed the activities which included 
African drumming, parachute games and creating self-portrait puzzle pieces. We ended the day with a whole school concert. We all agreed 
that we had a fantastic day!   
 
Literacy 
The Preps have now met twelve letters of the alphabet so far as part of Little Learners Love Literacy. Those letters as M, S, F, A, P, T, C, I, 
B, H, N, O. They are practising how to correctly form those letters as well as spell three letter words. The Grade 1 / 2  students are learning 
about narratives. We’ve started this week with reading the book ‘The Very Cranky Bear’ by Nick Bland, looking at the characters, setting, 
problems and solutions in the story. 

 
 
Maths 
The Preps have been continuing to practise counting using the bead frame and subitising  collections to 10. The past week, Grade 1 / 2 
students have been creating pattern sequences with numbers, shapes and Australia coins. They have been playing games such as ‘Get Out 
of My House’ to help develop number fluency and strategic thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wellbeing 
The junior school have been focussing on how we listen to learn, by using the strategies from ‘Listening Larry’.  We have discussed what 
active listening looks like and what happens when we don’t listen carefully to others.  
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Buddies 
The Preps have met their buddies. The announcement was made in the library and then the Year Sixers shared a book that they had made 
about themselves with their Prep buddy as well as reading some picture story books to the Preps. A lovely time was had by all. 
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IN GRADE 3/4 …. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Maths 
In Maths, students have been developing their understanding of addition using a 
range of strategies. They have been working with both concrete materials and 
written methods to solve problems, including using number lines, partitioning 
numbers, and the vertical algorithm. Students have also been building their 
confidence when solving up to 6 digit addition problems, with a focus on 
explaining their thinking and showing their working.  
 
It has been wonderful to see students challenge themselves, use different 
strategies, and support one another during collaborative learning tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NAPLAN 
Our students approached NAPLAN with a positive attitude 
and demonstrated great resilience throughout the 
assessment period. Everyone did their very best and applied 
the skills they have been developing in the classroom.  
 
We are so proud of the way students stayed focused and 
persevered through each task.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARMONY DAY 
We had a fantastic time celebrating Harmony Day, recognising and embracing the cultural diversity within our school community. Students 
participated in a range of activities that promoted inclusion, respect, and a sense of belonging for everyone.  
 
It was wonderful to see students learning about different cultures and celebrating what makes each of us unique. A highlight of the day was 
the concert, where students performed a song from another culture, proudly showcasing their learning and appreciation for diversity.  
 
The day was a great reminder that “Everyone Belongs,” and our students demonstrated this through their kindness and respect towards one 
another. 
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GRADE 5/6 Classroom News 
  
Do you know how many lines of symmetry a regular hexagon has? Our senior students do! 
 
This week in our classroom, students have been busy investigating 2D and 3D shapes, focusing on their attributes such as sides, vertices, 
edges and faces. Students have also been learning to identify regular and irregular polygons, as well as exploring quadrilaterals and 
different types of triangles. They have been building their understanding by comparing shapes, making composite shapes and explaining 
their reasoning using mathematical language. Next week, we will be extending this learning by exploring nets and creating our own 3D 
shapes. 
 
In reading, students have been developing their comprehension skills by learning about different types of questions. We have focused on 
literal, inferential and evaluative questions to help deepen understanding of texts. Our mentor text has been The Soldier’s Gift by Tony 
Palmer and Jane Tanner, a picture storybook set during World War I. It is about connection, kindness and remembrance. The story explores 
how small actions can have a meaningful impact. The beautiful illustrations add emotion and depth to the text, supporting readers to 
understand the setting and themes. It was a perfect book to support rich discussions, inferential thinking and thoughtful responses. 
 
We are continuing to work on creating engaging narratives. The focus is on planning, and how to build tension through rising action leading 
to a strong climax. Using a “Midnight Journey” picture stimulus, students have been encouraged to use their imagination to develop 
descriptive and creative stories. 
 
In integrated studies, students have been learning about Civics and Citizenship, with a focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
organisations. They have explored the important services these organisations provide, including health services, education support, cultural 
preservation, legal services and land and environmental care. Students have been discussing why these services are important and how 
they contribute to supporting communities and broader civic goals. 
 
It has been wonderful to see students engaging with their learning, building confidence and sharing their thinking with others. 
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Harmony Day 
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Physical Education 

 
Now that the students have met me in PE class, I’d love to introduce myself to the greater Bayswater North Primary School community. My 
name is Aaron Tait and I’ve just taken on the PE teacher position for the rest of this year. It’s great to be here!  
 
While I’m really looking forward to the kids and I getting to know each other more, I can share a few facts about me to start the process: I’ve 
been a primary school teacher for 16 years at five schools, and this is definitely the closest to home. Outside of school, I have been involved 
in basketball in some way for 35 years - my current role is as a live commentator for the Kilsyth Cobras’ NBL1 teams. And I don’t want to get 
ahead of myself, but I’m hoping this is the Bulldogs’ year in the AFL and that the Phoenix bring home their first NBL chip! 
 
Under the wise guidance of Mrs Smith for the first six weeks, the students came into my first lessons with a strong grasp on what I was 
teaching. The kids have adjusted amazingly to their new teacher and we’re all very excited for what lies ahead in the subject. Thanks for 
having me, Baysie North! 
 
Our Foundation students are in the middle of a unit on team games, where they are learning how their contributions can help a group of 
people. We gave tunnelball a try last week, then moved onto a series of relays this week.  
 
In Years 1 & 2, we are nearing the end of our focus on throwing and catching. We have looked at the correct catching techniques for 
catching a ball both above and below our waist, then moved into the technique of throwing overarm for throws that need to go a long way.  
 
Our Years 3-6 students finished a unit on netball last week by playing in a game simulation. The students showed a terrific understanding of 
the rules and the concepts of the game, as well as where they were and weren’t allowed to be. I was especially impressed by those who play 
netball outside of school, who showed great leadership and helped explain some of the finer details of the game to their classmates. 
 
Lastly, keep an eye out for some details about our Cross Country event, which will be happening in the early stages of Term 2. 
 
Terima kasih! (Thank you!) 
 
Aaron Tait 
Physical Education Teacher 
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Chaplain’s Spot 
The importance of good role models.  

 
 
In my last article, we looked at the 10 things that children need for good mental health. This time, we are considering another way in which 
our child’s development can be enhanced. Here are some Australian role models that come from a variety of backgrounds and experiences. 
Of course, good role models can also be found in those who are not famous. They can be a neighbour, a grandparent, a sporting coach, or 
any other wonderfully ‘normal’ human being. May this reflection of definitions and real-life examples be an encouragement to you, as you 
seek to help your child grow into the adult they can be.  
 
Celebrated Role Models in Australia 
Australia is home to a diverse range of role models from various backgrounds who have made significant contributions to society. Here are 
some notable figures: 
 
Indigenous Role Models 
Cathy Freeman - An Olympic gold medalist in athletics, Freeman is celebrated for her achievements and advocacy for Indigenous rights. 
Her victory lap at the Sydney Olympics, where she carried both the Australian and Aboriginal flags, symbolized national unity and 
reconciliation. Freeman's legacy extends beyond sports, as she established the Cathy Freeman Foundation to bridge educational gaps for 
Indigenous children, promoting equal opportunities and inspiring future generations. 
Adam Goodes - A former AFL player and activist, Goodes has been a prominent voice against racism and for Indigenous recognition. He 
co-founded the Go Foundation, which empowers Indigenous youth through education and healthy lifestyles. Goodes' stand against racism, 
both on and off the field, has inspired many and earned him national respect. 
 
Cultural Icons 
Yasmin Abdel-Magied - A Sudanese-Australian engineer, author, and activist known for her work in promoting diversity and inclusion. 
Abdel-Magied's advocacy for multiculturalism and gender equality has made her a significant figure in Australian society. 
 
Political Figures 
Julia Gillard - The first female Prime Minister of Australia, Gillard is recognized for her leadership and advocacy for education and gender 
equality. Her tenure marked a significant step forward for women in Australian politics. 
Linda Burney - The first Aboriginal woman elected to the Australian House of Representatives, she is a strong advocate for Indigenous 
issues, working towards greater representation and equality in government. 
 
Sports Figures 
Ellyse Perry - A cricketer and soccer player, Perry is celebrated for her achievements in sports and her role as a female athlete. Her 
success in multiple sports has made her a role model for young women in Australia. 
Dawn Fraser - An Olympic swimmer, Fraser is known for her contributions to sports and her advocacy for women's rights. Her 
achievements have paved the way for future generations of female athletes. 
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Business and Innovation 
Dr. Fiona Wood - A plastic surgeon and researcher, Wood is known for her work in burns treatment and is a role model in the medical field. 
Her innovations have significantly improved patient outcomes and inspired many in the healthcare industry. 
 
Community Leaders 
Father Chris Riley - A social worker and advocate for homeless youth, Riley is known for his dedication to helping disadvantaged 
communities. His work has had a profound impact on the lives of many young Australians. 
Dr. Munjed Al Muderis - An orthopedic surgeon and refugee, Al Muderis is celebrated for his contributions to medicine and his inspiring 
personal story. His journey from refugee to leading surgeon is a testament to resilience and determination. 
 
Conclusion 
These role models reflect the rich tapestry of Australian society, showcasing achievements across various fields and inspiring future 
generations. Their diverse backgrounds and contributions highlight the importance of representation and advocacy in creating a more 
inclusive society. The presence of such figures in public life helps to foster respect and understanding across different cultural and social 
groups, promoting a more harmonious and equitable Australia. 
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Our weekly lunchtime games in the library are a great success. The Grade 6’s and Preps especially enjoy this time. Here is Jack with 
Chade, Zac and Liam, after he successfully completed the Tetra Tower. Well done Jack! 
 

 
 
 
Community wellbeing:  Our Breakfast program is run each Thursday before school in the Canteen. This is open to all students. We are 
part of the Foodbank program, and we are able to offer fruit, toast, and milk, cereal and other special items. 
 
Roster: If you would like to help out regularly, or just occasionally, please let me know. We would be rapt to welcome any new team 
members.  
We have plenty of second-hand uniforms and school bags for sale, for gold coin donations.  
We also have food items available from Foodbank, including cereal, tinned fruit, lunch snacks, tinned baked beans and spaghetti. Feel free 
to visit us at Breakie Club if you would like some of these, or you can email me or see me on Wednesdays or Thursdays.  
 
Contact: If you need to contact me, you can email, phone, or see me on my days at school. Whatever concerns you, I am happy to support 
you and your family. 

 
Alan Silverwood: Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday & Thursday] 
 

 
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] 

 
Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual and practical wellbeing. 

Our Chaplaincy program is funded by the Federal Government’s ‘National Student Wellbeing Program’, the GRPS School Council and 
donations.  

         
 

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Connections & Fundraising Committee 
The Countdown is on! 
Just over a week until our Twilight Movie and Market Night! 
Tickets for The Bad Guys 2 are on sale now for $10pp 
trybooking.com/DJOUT  
 
The senior oval 'Movie' gates open at 7pm, with the movie commencing at 7.45pm.  Be sure to come and get some snacks at our BNPS 
Candy Bar, we'll be serving up fresh popcorn, cold drinks and sweet treats.  
And make sure you're following  
facebook.com/BNPSEvents   
to check out all the great stall holders and delicious food trucks we are hosting at our market, open from 4pm to 7.30pm. 
 
If you would like to assist us in serving at the Candy Bar, we would love your help before and during the beginning of the movie. Please 
check out the sign up sheet for more details  
https://volunteersignup.org/BQK8Q 
 
Don't forget, there is still 1 more week to purchase your Easter Raffle tickets and drop donations into the office.  Thank you to those who've 
already made donations, we're looking forward to another exciting Easter Raffle to wrap up the term!  
 
Connections & Fundraising Committee  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrybooking.com%2FDJOUT&data=05%7C02%7Cbayswater.north.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ceed2204326ac4a73807308de861e9470%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639095663077008500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P4M5ApVhBKE83NHSVw2stlvuWuJZtbcDTrrKdD5AF2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2FBNPSEvents&data=05%7C02%7Cbayswater.north.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ceed2204326ac4a73807308de861e9470%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639095663077030006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8CBNHzwVNZerDTBctfJqBmRfVW83gt%2FjPJAV3TROANs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvolunteersignup.org%2FBQK8Q&data=05%7C02%7Cbayswater.north.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ceed2204326ac4a73807308de861e9470%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639095663077044112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oqEEBkJRVVbiKO07YSg6IAldL7wp5tsIgPQfKHLeJ84%3D&reserved=0
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Community News 
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This competition is open to children 12 years and under, with 3 prizes to be won that will be drawn out of a hat! 

WINNING PRIZES: 
 

1st Prize: Nintendo Switch Lite 
2nd Prize: $100 Toymate Voucher 

3rd Prize: Easter Egg Hamper 
 

The artwork can be dropped into our office at 69 Boronia Road, Boronia, via email or at any of our Open for Inspections. We also 
invite you to The Basin Music Festival (March 20th-22nd) where we will have a Barry Plant Marquee set up at The Basin Triangle 

with art tables dedicated to those who want to enter the Easter Colouring Competition. 
 


