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A NEWSLETTER LINKING THE BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
What a busy little school we have been over the past two weeks (I feel like I say that every newsletter!). 
 
Over the past two weeks I have really enjoyed getting to spend a little bit of time with our teachers and 
students who have been attending camp. School camps provide such valuable experiences and 
opportunities for students, and teachers always come back talking about how impressed they are with our 
students and providing anecdotes of little personal achievements that they have noticed. 
 
I am very thankful to all staff who have attended camps over the past fortnight, whether they have stayed 
overnight or attended during the day. They really do go above and beyond both in the lead up to these 
experiences and of course during the camps themselves.  
 
We are now seeing great progress with the construction of our new playgrounds as well! We are getting 
much closer to being able to use them - with the large junior playground being the first one we expect to be 
completed.  
 
There have been a couple of glitches with the prep playground, which is causing a little delay. However it is 
important to sort out any issues when needed to make sure we get the best result for our students. 
Our students are coping really well while they are being built - we still have access to grass spaces, 
basketball courts and our Ninja Course. And we are offering a greater amount of activities in the library and 
with some other bits and pieces to make sure students have plenty to do at playtime. 
 
Please excuse me for a shorter LINK article this week - we had a busy morning this morning! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Graunke 
Principal 
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August 
Monday 31st 

Year 3/4 Hoop Time 
 

September 
Wednesday 2nd 
Book fair begins 

 
Thursday 3rd 

Book Character Dress Up Parade 
 

Friday 4th 
Father’s Day Stall 

Assembly 
 

Tuesday 8th 
District Athletics 

Art Meets Stem Show 
 

Wednesday 9th 
Art Meets Stem Show 

 
Friday 11th 

The Link 
 

Friday 18th 
Footy Day and special lunch 

Last Day of Term 3 
Early 2.30pm Dismissal 

 

October 
Monday 5th 

First Day of Term 4  
 

Friday 23rd 
Colour Run 

THE 

LINK
Calendar 
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Junior School News 
Literacy 
In Little Learners Love Literacy the Preps have been learning about CCVCC words such as brand, spent, twist, trunk and plant, just to name 
a few. The students have been reading My Dad by Anthony Browne in preparation for our Father’s Day Breakfast on the 4th of September.  
 

They have been writing about their Dads.  
 
The Grade 1’s teaching focus in Little Learners this week is the long vowel name /ā/. Students are learning the two new graphemes to 
spell /ā/ – a-e as in chase and a as in acorn.  
 
The Grade 2’s teaching focus is reading and spelling words with alternative graphemes for /i/ and /o/.  
Students already know that /i/ can be represented by i as in insect. This week they learnt that y can also represent /i/ as in gym and 
sympathy.  
 
Students read and spelt words using less common /i/ graphemes such as busy and pretty. Students already know that /o/ can be 
represented by o as in octopus. This week they have learned that they can also represent /o/ as in was and want. They will also learn the 
less common spelling /au/ as in fault. 
 
For writing, the Grade 1 /2’s are learning facts about Australian animals such as the koala, kangaroo and platypus. We are finding out 
interesting information which includes the animals' habitat,diet, appearance, lifestyles and interesting facts. This is included in both their 
reading and writing, where they write the facts they have learnt about, and then sort jumbled sentences into the correct categories.  
 
Numeracy 
The Preps have been learning about location and time as well as being introduced to measurement activities 
 
Kitchen Garden 
We have had our first Kitchen Garden session with Narelle which we all thoroughly enjoyed. We …. 
 
Aquarium 
What an amazing experience we had at Sealife Melbourne Aquarium. 
All students exhibited outstanding behaviour and listening skills. We were so amazed by the wonderful attractions and views in the 
underwater world- we even saw a croc! 
 
Thanks to Mrs Tyrrell, Narelle, Kirstie, Tash, Michelle, Desiree and Jake for coming along! 
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Buddies 
Last Friday the Preps and Grade 6s had a Buddies session up in the Gym. After warming up,various tag games were played with the 
buddies and some really great sportsmanship was shown. After the session, the Grade 6s joined the Preps for lunch in the junior courtyard  
 

   

  

 



THE LINK, Friday August 28 2026 

Caring for Children – Working with Parents 

 

    IN GRADE 3/4 This Week 
 
 

CAMP 
What an incredible time we had at camp! Our Grade 3/4 students enjoyed three action-
packed days filled with new experiences, exciting activities and plenty of opportunities to 
challenge themselves. It was wonderful to see students encouraging one another, showing 
resilience and creating special memories with their friends. Head to our Facebook page, 
Bayswater North Primary School, to get a glimpse of all the fun we had!  
 
At our assembly last week, some of our Grade 3/4 students shared their favourite camp 
memories and experiences with fellow students and parents. They reflected on the different 
activities they participated in, particularly the flying fox, the challenges they overcame and 
the moments that made camp so memorable.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MATHS - FRACTIONS 
In Maths, students have continued developing their understanding of fractions and have begun exploring their connection to decimals. 
Students have been learning how fractions represent equal parts of a whole and investigating how familiar fractions can be represented as 
decimals. Students are starting to build their confidence in recognising, representing and comparing fractions and decimals. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
READING - ACTIVATING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 
This week in Reading, our comprehension focus has been 
activating prior knowledge. Students have been learning that 
effective readers think about what they already know before and 
during reading to help them understand new information.  
 
We have practised making connections between our existing 
knowledge and ideas in a text, asking questions about what we 
want to find out and identifying new information we have learnt. 
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CAMP RECOUNT 
Our recent camp experience has provided the perfect inspiration for our Writing lessons! Students have worked on writing a camp recount, 
retelling some of the memorable events from their time away. We have been focusing on organising events in chronological order, including 
specific details and using descriptive vocabulary to help the reader picture what happened. Students have enjoyed revisiting their favourite 
camp moments and turning their experiences into engaging pieces of writing. 
 
WRITING - LIMERICK POEMS 
This week in Writing, students explored the fun and playful world of limerick poems! We learnt about the structure of a limerick, including its 
five-line format, rhythm and AABBA rhyming pattern. Students experimented with rhyming words and used their creativity and sense of 
humour to write their own entertaining limericks. We had lots of fun sharing our poems and hearing the imaginative ideas everyone came up 
with!  
 

 
 
WELLBEING 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



THE LINK, Friday August 28 2026 

Caring for Children – Working with Parents 

 

GRADE 5/6 Classroom News 
 

While we usually mention here that it has been a great couple of weeks, that is especially the case this time! We’ve just finished our City 
Camp, and we’ve come away with plenty of great stories and memories. 
 
Literacy 
In Reading, we have been making connections based on the text The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. While students were already familiar 
with the three different types of connections – text, self and world – they have gone into greater depth and complexity with their 
comparisons. 
 
In Writing, students have finished their focus on poetry and songwriting and have moved on to non-fiction writing. They have begun selecting 
and researching a “Significant Australian” – somebody who is not just ‘famous’, but has had a positive impact on the nation. This will be 
worked on throughout the rest of the term before being delivered as a three-minute oral presentation in the final week of term. 
 
Mathematics 
Students have worked with Cartesian planes for the last two weeks, including finding coordinates, plotting points and using them in mapping. 
The focus now shifts to addition and subtraction, including working across place values and with decimals. 
 
Homework Reminder 
We had the week off homework this week, which the kids sure seemed happy about! But we’ll be back to our regular homework next week. 
This includes reading each night from Monday to Thursday, then handing in their completed homework from the handout on Friday morning. 
We hope you enjoy a quiet weekend and that your kids sleep in as much as they can on Saturday morning! 

 
City Camp Wrap-Up 
What a fantastic few days we’ve had in the city! It has been a busy couple of days packed with activities, plenty of walking, and lots of great 
experiences for the students. 
 
On Wednesday, once we hopped off the bus at the Old Melbourne Jail, we split up into two groups. One group headed down to the bowling 
alley at Melbourne Central for some bowling and laser tag, while the other stayed at the jail for a spooky tour with our really helpful tour 
guides. After this, we swapped spots and completed the other activity before heading back to camp and settling in. 
That evening, we walked down to Southbank and checked out the flame show before making our way back to camp. 
 
On Thursday morning, we hopped on a train at Southern Cross and headed over to Jolimont. We walked across to the MCG, where we 
completed the MCG tour before hitting up the Australian Sports Museum and the Game On exhibit. 
 
After this, we hopped back onto the train and got off at Flagstaff before walking up to the Queen Victoria Market. The kids had a $20 budget 
and did a great job of spending wisely, hopefully coming home with a few more goodies! 
From there, we took a walk through some of the city arcades on the way back to camp, where we settled in for dinner and a quiet movie 
night. 
 
On Friday morning, we packed our bags and, after breakfast, headed down to ACMI at Fed Square. We had the cinema to ourselves, where 
we watched Blueback, which was a nice throwback to our focus on the book in Term 2. 
 
After a bite of lunch, we walked back to CYC, packed our bags onto the bus and came back to our loving families. 
As teachers, we are incredibly proud of the behaviour and resilience shown by the students throughout the camp. They did a lot of walking, 
participated in everything that was thrown their way, and maintained a wonderful attitude from start to finish. It was an absolute pleasure 
looking after your kids over the last few days, and we hope they’ve come home with some great memories of their time in the city! 
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House Athletics Day 
 
On Friday August 7th was the second installment of our out-of-school House Athletics day. We were so lucky to have had the only sunny day 
in the last fortnight for our weather - I guess holding an Athletics day in the pits of winter isn’t the smartest thing to do, is it? 
 
Our year 4-6 students hopped off the first bus and started the day with their 100m sprint heats, as well as a little bit of triple jump for those 
who were willing. Then, the second set of buses arrived with the rest of the kids and they hit the ground running - literally. 
 
Throughout the rest of the morning and into the afternoon, the students competed in six events: 90m hurdles, 200m sprint, discus, shot put, 
high jump and long jump. It was great to see the big efforts happening all around the track for the entire morning; even the kids who were 
scheduled to have a break were raring to get back out there. 
 
After those events, we held our junior 100m heats, followed immediately by the finals. Having the kids and family members cheering in the 
stands while the kids ran their hearts out was a fantastic sight, and I’m sure all that positivity shaved a few seconds off everybody’s time! 
 
We handed out some ribbons, rounded up some kids and started to head back to school after this. Our senior students stayed back to help 
pack up, but everyone did such a good job of this that most of the time was spent doing trivia in the stands while we waited for the bus.  That 
tells me something about the spirit of this school - there were so many people willing to lend a hand. 
 
One other quick point: there were certain events where I had some data to estimate what a good distance was. We had markers out to 
determine how many points each thrower or jumper would get. But certain other events - particularly long jump - didn’t have this data, so I 
may have used AI to give me some goal distances. It turns out that the Baysie North kids absolutely smashed any of the AI-set goals, which 
is to say that they performed better than the world’s most advanced data centres could have guessed. I’m not sure if that’s the sort of praise 
I’ve given anyone before, but it’s definitely true! 
 
A HUGE thank you to the staff, who went way beyond their job descriptions to make this day so successful. This can be said for our parent 
volunteers too - Alecia Thomson, Anita Andrews and Shauna Allsopp all helped with the setup, packing up and even with the events too. 
Thank you so much! 
 
Oh, and I almost forgot… The winning house was GREEN! A massive congratulations to all of the green house athletes who helped their 
team emerge victorious. 
 
Well done to all of the athletes for your enormous efforts on the day. I was so proud of the efforts across the entire school, and my heart was 
warmed by the positivity and encouragement I heard all day.  
 

Now, we need to take these efforts and positives into District Athletics…       

 
Aaron Tait 
PE 
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Performing Arts News 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER – Art and Stem Show Music Performances 
 
Tuesday 8th September – Choir and Ukulele (Opening perf.), Instrumental students 
 
Wednesday 9th September – Instrumental Student performances 
 
Our Preps have been busy dancing, singing and exploring rhythm! They have been composing their own rhythmic patterns and bringing 
them to life using percussion instruments. It has been wonderful to see their creativity, confidence and enthusiasm when sharing their 
musical compositions and ideas. 

 
Our Grade 1/2 students have been exploring rhythm through bucket drumming, body percussion and chopstick drumming! They have 
also been composing their own rhythms, adding musical notes and playing and sharing their compositions on the keyboards. 

 
Our Grade 3/4 students have been composing, exploring ukulele, bucket drums and keyboards! They have created their own rhythms, 
adding lyrics, body percussion and musical notes to develop original melodies. 

 
Students then had a go at playing their compositions on the keyboards, performing and sharing their musical creations with the class. It has 
been fantastic to see their creativity and confidence continue to grow! 
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Our Grade 5/6 students have been composing, performing and collaborating! They have learnt a familiar song on ukulele using three 
basic chords before working in groups to rewrite the verse and chorus lyrics to fit the original melody. 
 
Students have then been learning the chords on keyboard and putting it all together; singing, playing ukulele and keyboard as an ensemble. 
Next, they will add a drum beat to complete their group performances. It is great to see their creativity and teamwork in action! 
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Indonesian News 
The main theme for the whole school this term is “rumah” – our housing unit. The students in Prep –Grade 2 are learning new vocabulary 
through labelling, games and songs. Students from Grade 3-6 are exploring different housing styles and the history of diferent regions. 
 
Lomba Competition 
It has been a busy start to Term 3 with many of our students entering the Indonesian Poster Competition, run by VILTA and the Indonesian 
Consulate for Indonesian Independence Day on the 17th of August. The theme this year was “Indonesia Hebat” (Indonesia is amazing!) 
Congratulations to all of our students who entered.  
Although we did not have any of our students placed this year, please make sure you come and have a look at the students' posters which 
are on display in the Indonesian room. 
 
Terima kasih, 
Bu Dowling 
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Chaplain’s Spot     

Optimist or pessimist? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Difference Between Optimists and Pessimists by Bud Bilanich, quoting Brian Tracy. 
“There are three basic differences in the reactions of optimists and pessimists. The first difference is that the optimist sees a setback as 
temporary, while the pessimist sees it as permanent. The optimist sees an unfortunate event as a temporary event, something that is limited 
in time, and that has no real impact on the future. The pessimist, on the other hand, sees negative events as permanent, as part of life and 
destiny. 
 
“The second difference between the optimist and the pessimist is that the optimist sees difficulties as specific, while the pessimist sees them 
as pervasive. This means that when things go wrong for the optimist, he looks at the event as an isolated incident largely disconnected from 
other things that are going on in his life. To the pessimist, they are indications of a problem or shortcoming that pervades every area of life. 
“The third difference between optimists and pessimists is that optimists see events as external, while pessimists interpret events as 
personal. When things go wrong, the optimist tends to see the setback as resulting from external factors over which one has little control. 
“If the optimist is cut off in traffic, for example, instead of getting angry or upset, he will simply downgrade the importance of the event by 
saying something like, ‘Oh, well, I guess that person is just having a bad day.’  The pessimist on the other hand, has a tendency to take 
everything personally. If the pessimist is cut off in traffic, he will react as though the other driver has deliberately acted to upset and frustrate 
him. 
 
 “Look on the inevitable setbacks that you face as being temporary, specific and external. View the negative situation as a single event that 
is not connected to other potential events and that is caused largely by external factors over which you can have little control. Simply refuse 
to see the event as being in any way permanent, pervasive or indicative of personal incompetence of inability.  Resolve to think like an 
optimist, no matter what happens. You may not be able to control events but you can control the way you react to them. 
 
“Action Exercises: “Here are three actions you can take to put these ideas into action. 
“First, remind yourself continually that setbacks are only temporary, they will soon be past and nothing is as serious as you think it is. 
 

 
“Second, look upon each problem as a specific event, not connected to other events and not indicative of a pattern of any kind. Deal with it 
and get on with your life. 
 
“Third, recognize that when things go wrong, they are usually caused by a variety of external events. Say to yourself, ‘What can’t be cured 
must be endured,’ and then get back to thinking about your goals.” 
 

Are you an optimist or a pessimist? How might you change your mind-set? 
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Games time: 
I recently added some new jigsaws to the stock of games for our weekly library games club. This one was done by one of the students, but 
mostly they are great group activities.  

 
 

Community wellbeing:  Our students enjoy the weekly Thursday Breakfast program before school in the Canteen. We are part of the 
Foodbank program, and we are able to offer fruit, toast, and milk, cereal and other special items. 
 
Roster: If you would like to help out regularly, or just occasionally, please let me know. We would be rapt to welcome any new team 
members. Even once a month would be helpful. We need our volunteers to ensure that the program continues to run. 
We have plenty of second-hand uniforms and school bags for sale, for gold coin donations.  
If you have any Preps starting next year, you can get their school bags early. We need more larger size jackets at the moment, so if you 
have any at home please recycle them. Thanks.  
 
Emergency food: We have food items from Foodbank, including cereal, tinned fruit, lunch snacks, tinned baked beans and spaghetti and 
soups. Check these out at Breakie Club if you would like. I have also set up a food pantry in my room if that is more convenient for you.  

 
 
Contact: Feel free to contact me about anything that is of concern for you or your family, whether emotional, social, spiritual or practical.  
Regarding students, I can meet with them once, and for further contact we ask parents to sign a Consent Form. If you would like a form, I 
can send one home or email one to you.  

 
Alan Silverwood: Chaplain - Pastoral care for our community. [Wednesday & Thursday] 

     
[alan.silverwood@education.vic.gov.au] 

Supporting the School community in emotional, social, spiritual and practical wellbeing.  
 

Our Chaplaincy program is funded by the Federal Government’s ‘National Student Wellbeing Program’, the GRPS School Council and 
donations.  

 

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Connections & Fundraising 
Our Fathers Day Stall is fast approaching! Kids should have noticed in their bags as you read this (5/6s on Monday). If you are available this 
Friday 4th September, please sign up to help on either or both shifts to come along and assist the students in choosing gifts for the special 
men in their lives. 
 
https://volunteersignup.org/MLRC9 
*Please note, we may be having a glitch with the QR link on the form, if that's the case, please use the link above* 
 
We are also excited to be running a BBQ for the Art & Stem Show on Tuesday 8th & Wednesday 9th of September. So take the night off 
from cooking dinner, we’ll have sausages on the barbie, as well as fresh popcorn, cold drinks & a few sweet treats as well, we look forward 
to seeing you there! 
 
To wrap up the term, we are putting on a special lunch the kids always look forward to, footy lunch!  Hot dogs, juice boxes & those yummy 
footy cookies are back, so keep an eye out for order forms, we will be distributing them soon. 
 
We will be after a small group of volunteers to help cook & pack the lunches mid morning on Friday 18th September, following the footy 
parade.  We will share a sign up link closer to the day.  
 
Already looking into next Term, we have our Colour Run on Friday 23rd of October, as we ran last year as a participation day, this year will 
again be a fundraiser.  We are looking at a new fundraising model from 2 years ago that will keep more of the profits in our school for the 
things the kids need.  More details on that to come.   
 
Connections & Fundraising Committee  

 

Book Week Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvolunteersignup.org%2FMLRC9&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie.Brown%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca90cccc84d8f49d8b7ec08df049f0bc2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639234753900439976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iq8%2FXMjuvhk6Nu8GfvCvA4c3yUdVhD70eXOmnp%2BHUZs%3D&reserved=0
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Community News 
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